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Category 1:
Editorial Writing



First Place: Connor Raffa,

Trinity Preparatory School,
Winter Park, FL

“The Electoral College Should be
Abolished”

Judge’s Comment: The Lead's staff took on a
national news topic - abolishing the Electoral College -
and did so at a near professional level. The piece is
well structured, thoroughly reported and clearly
written. The accompanying infographics add an
additional level of precision and clarity to the team's
nuanced written argument. It's hard to come away
from this article without learning something or
forming a strong opinion. The Lead's staff raised the
bar for student journalists with this work and should
be proud.

J% Opinions

December 2020

WLEAD
cED THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

With clims of vorer fiaud and a dew of
lawsuits, the eletion of 2020 was one for the
history books. As ballos were counted—and
recounted—the clction was decided by dlim
margin of orly 1 eouple hundred thousand
votes in a few key stats, Ve, despite this close
resuh and heavy contentions from the oppo-
sidan, in realty, Joe Biden won the popular
vote over Donald Trump by ncatly 5 million
votes, No luwsuit can change the fct that he
‘was lealy the candidate favored by the Amer-
ican poople. Thar this clction was s close as
was in spite ofthis margin reveals a clear flaw
in o democracy:the Eleceoral College.

‘The Electoral College, s esablished in the
Constituion, s the Formal body that elocts
the Preident and Vice President of the Unit-
d States. Among other reasons, it was created
by our Founding Fathers out of faar of mob
rule and in an attempt 1o consolidate power
among an lite . Our founders didat trust
the masees 10 make an informed decision e

ganding the President and determined thar ic
was best 1o leare the decision 1 an sdueared
group of clecton appointad by the states and
given the power o vore independently.
However, this process hus become antic
quared for several reasons. In the laee 17005,
it might be true thar many people lacked the
infommation needed to make an informed de-
ision. But the narionalizaion of poltcal par-
ties and widsspread acces to the internet hus
climinated the need for clstors to make de-
cisions for an uneducated populace. The vast
majoriey of Americans have access o & variety
of information ar their fingertips or at least
have a decent idea abour what the candidare
stands for, and the thought that they cannot
ki a0 cducated decision s an insuling onc.

ular vote In fct, 33 states have passed laws
‘punishing "fihles clecors” who act contzary
1o this popular vore. In the other st clec-
tors are noe techniedly required o act how
their sate wishes, but il rarly act against
it—only 165 people have as of 2016—as

e cltors are nominazed in the fist phee
by whichever pany wins the popular vote in 3.
paricular sz,

“The consttutionality of these luws punish-
ing futhles clctors was challenged, but they
wer upheld in a unanimous decision by the
Supreme Cour kst July. Essentially,whilethe
practice of being 1 faithlss lector” i rill e-
gt the cour: ruled thar staes have the right

December 2020

Opinions ‘ m

SHOULD BE ABOLISHED

arc awarded to whoever wins the statc’s popu-
larvote, while the other two are given to who-
everwins exch congressional disrict (here are
o in Maine, and three in Nebraska).

Though it has s nuancs, the system we
have n intheory is

cundidates orly campaign in a small number

of swing sstc, o begin with, and will rarcy

visit rura arezs. In 2020 for example, 96% of

presidential campaigring was done in just 12

butdeground scats. Thire-shree states (const-
i A  the Distr

‘Nebraska and Mainc, this system is technically
not proportional, and with the isuc of gerry-
‘mandering—the manipulation of congressio-
nal dlserict lnes for poliical goin—estimares
have shown ths leares even more margin for
entor than the Thus, che best

larvote; however, history has shovn it dossit
work that way. In 1824, 1876, 1385, 2000 and
2016, a candidare won the Blecroral College
despite losing the popular vote, proving thar
+his system dossrt effectivly capture the will
of the people,

“The origins of the Electoral College ae alio
shrouded in racism, which seems (o receive
very litte attention. It was a system created in
e o

twp P
tem from be any warsc.

Moreover, these clectors arc no longer inde-

Maine and Nebraska are exceptions to this

Over time, the majority
of states have enacted *winner-take-all” poli-
cis, in which each elector in a stae vorss in
ancordance with the resuls of thelrstae’s pop-

keeall system. Theyve adoptcd what
is known as the “district method” in which,
dlectoral votes can potentially be divided
among candidatss. In these statss, two votes

2020 ELECTION: THE BREAKDOWN

states that have
ratifled the NPVIC

° states that have not
ratifled the NPVIC
General Election

9 Campalgn Event by
2 2020 Presldentlal
Candidate

ELECTORAL VOTES
UNDER THE NPVIC

and was a fur-
ther implementarion of the infimous Three-
Fifths Compromise, which counted African
Americans as thee-fiihs of  person when
determining a staic’ population.

James Madison knew the South would nev-
eragree toa direct clection or popular vote be-
cuse, excluding v, populations in South-
em staes were significantlysmalles. Thus, with
o populr vore, the South feared the Norh
would have a disproportiona influcnce on
politcs. So, Madison creaed the Electonl
Collcgein which dlectors would be swurded by
popularion size, 2 number, which 15 2 resultof
the Three-Fifths Compromise,included slaves

Tt may seem obvious, but it warrants being
said: with all these antiquared reasons for the
formation of the Electoral College, why does
still esist? Preserving such a system s illogical,
raist and detrimental to our demecracy, and
it emarkabl it has peristed 1 long a3 it has

“These in favor ofthe Electoral College clsim
hat e protects smal stares and ensures their
voices are heard, To a certain exten, this clim
s valid. Despitc a larger number of clectonal
votes overall, Califomia reccives | vote for ev-
1y 680,000 people whereas Wyoming reccives
1 vote for cvery 190,000 people. Supporters
argae that this cnsures thae smaller staes are
represented in government and thatit prevents
candidares from campigning in only large cic-
s, as chey would f the Electoral College was
abolished in favor of s national popular votc.

Yet,the way the Flectoral College is st up,

of Columbia reeired no visis at all, proving
that these smaller, rural states e not as pro-
tested as proponens of the Blecroral College
may lead you o think: In theory,a candicdne
only nceds o win the 11 sates i A

solution to our flaved system is simply a na-
toal popular vote. Though this may reduce
some certinty in the outeome of clctions as
‘popular vots can be quite narrows itsthe only

o1 t0 carn 270 vores and win the presidency;
regandless of how the other 39 sistes voie,

GENERALELECTION
CAMPAIGN EVENTS
BY STATE

Even if the Electoral College did give small-
er states more of a voice than theyd have in
anational popular vote, it still rstricts more
voices on an individual level To a Democratin
Alabama or 2 Republican in Californis, their
votes dont matter as their states will simply
awand all theirelectors to the opposition party;
regardlessof thei apinions. Ina national pop-
ular vote, a vote in a swing state marters the

same as a vae in ¢ safe blue or red state.

wayto

Since the Electoral College is included in the
‘Constitution, changing the system would need
4 Constitutional amendment, which would
require 2 two-thinds majority vote fom both
houses of Congress. But,the Flectoral Callege
largely fvors Republican candidares in close
races, and with the parian deadlock we see
today, it s becoming increasingly unlikely this
twothird majority could cver be reached.

Luckily, the National Popular Voic Inicr-
statc Compact has proposed a workuround to
this dilemma. This s an agreement between
states that would bind each staes”delgares to
whichever candidate wins the national popu-
ax vote, While the Constitution is clear thac
states must appoint electors, it never says how
the states have to use them, which is why this
could be effective.

Curtently, the compact hus been agreed
upon by 15 states and the District of Colum-
bia and encompases 196 electoral vous, One
it reaches 270 electoral votes, it will ke of-
fect, and this will guarantee the presidency to
whomerer wins the popular vots, 1 tue repic-
sentation of the will of the people.

ithe United States is to remain “the world's
greatest democracy” or fankly come any-
where close, the Blectoral Colege needs to be
abolished. Its racist, outdated and rotricts the
voices of the people. In a tme democricy; ev-
eryone’s vote should matter; and only through
replacing the Eleciora! College can this cver
be achieved.

e lead the apinion of the

‘While some may argue that it s best to sim-
ply reform. the Electoral College and ward
votes via the *district method” 15 they do in

Triity Vo ediorial siaf. Pease send comme-
et 0 wice@iriniyprep o




Second Place: Ulaa Kuziez,

Parkway West HS,

Ballwin, MO

“Activism is not a performance. Take real
actions.”

Judge’s Comment: Through both their own
writing and the quotes woven throughout the
piece, the Pathfinder staff demonstrated the
level of research and expertise that editorial

writing requires. The writing is direct yet forceful.

Overall, the Pathfinder staff stood out by
presenting a clear call to action aimed at their
high school audience, developing a solid
justification for their argument, and offering a
range of tangible tools for action. Well done.

> -

Activism is not a performance. Take real
actions.

November 24, 2020

Throughout 2020, we have witnessed several ' &

dramatic issues sweep across America. A has
decimated communities. have raged

PERFORMATIVE ACTIVISM

through forests, burning everything in their path.
Police have continued to murder Black Americans. In
response, people took to social media to express
their concerns.

L,

One example of performative activism occurred on June 2, when
millions of Instagram users posted black squares with the hashtag
and at the #blackouttuesday. Performative activism, which consists of low risk
actions and increases social capital, does little to help further a cause.

One issue that has especially sparked a reaction on

social media was the United States’ to
centuries-old systemic racism. Spurred by the brutal

hands of the police, many Americans became aware
that this is not just a problem with a few
judgmentally-impaired police officers. Rather, white supremacist violence is fundamental to the

.While varying degrees of understanding exist, more and more of us are realizing that America is an
inherently racist country. Our “democracy” was built on the basis of violently stealing land from the
Indigenous people of the region and then destroying that land for a profit, using enslaved people’s labor.



https://pwestpathfinder.com/2020/11/24/activism-is-not-a-performance-take-real-actions/

Third Place: Rose Kanaley,
Shawnee Mission East HS,
Prairie Village, KS

“Teen Abstinence”

Judge’s Comment: Sex can be a challenging topic for
anyone to publicly discuss, and as The Harbinger's
staff makes clear, it's often especially fraught for
teens trying to communicate with parents,
educators and doctors. Rather than shying away
from the issue, though, this team tackles the topic
with confidence and honesty. Their pointed
argument highlights the importance of open
communication surrounding teen sex while
advocating for important health and education
resources. Great work.

Editorial: Abstinence is an
unreadlistic method of birth control
for teens

By Editorial Board
Posted March 9, 2020

FOR: 11 AGAINST: O

The individuals an the editorial board who uqrn w:n the viewpont of the editonal are
represented by fer, and those that disagres wih the viewpont of the editorial are
againt

h EDITORIAL POLICY

Tha Harbinger will net shars any unpubished conian,
Tha Harbinger encourges (GTiars 1o the sditors, but rassr s 1ha right to rsjact hem for reasans inchuing but
ok imibed 10 lack of wpace. mulpls letiors of the sams topic and parsonal attacks contanad inthe etter The
Markingr willnct edi cortart though letters may ke dssd for cianty. kength,libel ar mecharics Lettars thaukd
be sant 15 100 4138 or ermailed 1 smeharbinger Bgmaicom

Editorial Board | The Harbinger Online

You throw the box of granola bars in your basket, hoping it covers up what you really came to Target for:
the Plan B pill. Once you ensure yourself no one can see the “emergency contraceptive” peeking out, you
rush through Target's self-checkout and pray that your mom’s best friend or your English teacher

doesn’t get a peek inside your grocery bag.

Your parents said you couldn’t go on birth control because that would mean you're having sex. And they
don’t like that idea. They're sure that abstinence is the best form of birth control. But here you are now,

throwing the Plan B box in the parking lot trashean so the evidence can't be found at home.

The “best” form of birth control that parents and teachers try to prescribe to us is abstinence — it's
unrealistic. While it may come as a shock, yes, teens are having sex. And denying them access to safe

forms of birth control is only hurting them.

For parents, yes, the idea of their children participating in a very adult activity may make them shift in
their seat. But inhibiting the use of a product associated with sex doesn't inhibit the act itself. Sorry mom
and dad.

If teens have only ever heard adults preaching abstinence, they won’t know what to use or do to protect
against pregnancy and STDs when they have sex for the first time. And according to Planned
Parenthood, 55% of both males and females have had sex by age 18.



https://smeharbinger.net/open-the-conversation-abstinence-is-an-unrealistic-method-of-birth-control-to-direct-teens/

Category 2:
News Writing



Dependent on Disposables: , i
Disposable vapes are overtaking . X
Juuls in popularity among First Place: Kelly Murphy, L
gmgepgts Shawnee Mission East HS,

Posted December 8, 2020 Pralrle Vi”age, KS
*Names changed to protect identity .
e ' “Dependent on Disposables”

Puff Bars with the caption “puffs” to his private Snapchat story. Then he waited. . 4

Junior Joe Miller® uploaded a picture of brightly-colored cool mint, pineapple lemon and watermelon

N ' =>
Within minutes, his notifications were flooded with messages from eager underage customers. Within J u d ge’ s Co m m e n t - Ke | |y Y r i te S a.t ho ro u g h a n d =3

hours, he was sold out of his disposable vape supply, which may or may not have been legitimate

product engaging story about many aspects of teen vaping.
“It was really easy,” Miller said. “I could sell 200 Puff Bars in three days. I had someone buy 60 from me H e r StO ry Cove rs a S h Iftl ng p rod u Ct m a I"ket S h e "

one time.”

examines how teachers and administrators deal with
on the wheel — others prefer passing them around at parties or “ripping” them in secluded school the issue- Her Sto ry also InC|Udes d teen dealer, as WEII
ptreoms as other ways teens get vaping products. the story

Although he caught 25 students last year, & & -
':1ssistzlr1:tprincip1:11Britt(mIIzmu}-’diLlu't prOVIdeS a health aSpeCt and examlnes What teen
catch anyone vaping on campus during 5 e s 4
h}'hl‘iLl}iL‘h()(ll.HlL' h%]peslhei‘rc “making Use rS thlnk- And She |OOkS at d|SC|p||nary

smarter choices” due to restrictions on

bathroom usage and social distaneing Consequences- Exce”ent quotes also Carry the Story-

guidelines.

Puff Bars are the latest trendy, flavored vaping devices that seem to have replaced Juuls, according to

senior Will Johnson*. Teens like Johnson drive down Mission with a Puff Bar in one hand and the other

According to Advent Health
Pulmonologist Dr. Mike Nelson, little

W

is known about the relationship between
vaping and COVID-19. However, a team of
researchers recently found that teens

> 0:00/0:11 ! O : who vape are five times more likely to

receive a COVID diagnosis.


https://smeharbinger.net/dependent-on-disposables-disposable-vapes-are-overtaking-juuls-in-popularity-among-students/

An inside look at teaching during a
pandemic

Zoe DeYouna, Staff Writer | October 21,2020

Before we left school March 13 of last school year,
we were told to empty our lockers and bring all of
our textbooks home.

Some felt this was an overreaction by
administration, but many minds were changed after
seeing the data behind the decision. COVID-19 took
the world by surprise, and usurped the ability to
safely leave the house, let alone have school in-

person.

Trends in data have shown that COVID-19 is
running rampant in the 15-19 year old age group.

Zoe DeYoung

The senior hallway has been unoccupied by students since March.

“AllL of the other age groups are starting to trend down and yet the teenagers are trending up. If you just look
at what the rate of infection is for [all] people, you're going to lose that the rate of infection for teens is
exceptionally high,” Parkway Director of Health Services Robin Wallin said. “We have to get this under control

so that we can come back to school.”

Due to a recent decision made at the emergency Parkway Board of Education meeting on Sept. 29, high
schoolers now have the option to return back to school, or remain online. And for high school teachers, the

online teaching experience has varied in ease.

Second Place: Zoe DéeYe
Parkway West HS,
Ballwin, MO

“An inside look at
pandemic” .

shifting norrﬁgr rin
story clearly describes the tt
processes and nimble effq‘__ifts-
in her community to teach
levels -- above all obst:

vy ¥ 2
provides valuable
challenges 1

s


https://pwestpathfinder.com/2020/10/21/an-inside-look-at-teaching-during-a-pandemic/

will never change. But students also kaew
that I really cared about them as individ-
uals and e human beings,” Dean ssid.
“Being geavine, and having & very caring
and positive attitude towards students,
in addition to being someone who i
‘well-versed in your content ares - 1 think
it takes both, 1 don't think one works
without the other.”

lxrdmh‘scmnnmdmhcpm

touch.

“With me and the people who went to
high school with me, I've seen people
still communicate with her and people
still check in and let ber know how

they're doing. While she was my teaches,
1would stay after class, or I would come
to school to talk to her,” Lewis said. “We
developed & further teacherstudent rela-
tionship. As I (continued) through high

school, 1 still would go back and visit her
end talk to her wheaever I was free.”

Soon after her transition into this new

field, &@nmdsuwdxﬁ:lﬂlhem it

Otulhemokrheru:.hmgphshe
really saw thet it was a need, that she
had a passion for it. So 1 wes happy for
her in that regard, and I really think that
the education field speaks to her and she
spesks to education,” Biggins-Danicls
said.

Whea Dean interacts with students,
she is able to fulfill one of her core tenets,
which is a motivation to help and support
others.

“One of the most important things for
‘me &5 & person is to help other people,
and in teaching, you're helping studeats
to learn, helping students to grow,”
Dean zaid. “Tf you're really fortunate, you
helped to spark their interest in some-
thing and help them to begin to think
sbout what they want to do with their life.
It has allowed me to fulfill that part of my-
sclf that always aceds to help somebody.
In education, that is the work.”

After spending time working with
studeats ca & smaller scsle, Dean sought
leadership positions and began her role as

an sdministrator for the 2019-20 school

year.
“Before being an administrator and
an instructions] coach, I was & classrcom

Third Place: Natalie Schllekefmah
Clarke Central HS, 8
Athens, GA

“Dean’s Direction”

Judge’s Commé:nt:-A great profile helps the reader
really know the subject. Youcome away from
Natalie's profile of Latinda Dean with an
appreciation of how special this educator is. Ms.
Dean's dedication to students, teachmg and
learning come through in Natalie's wrltmg Thls
journalist's work shows how greatly her s‘ubject .
cares.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O2XQS3kT1z2X8yRPpIIs5zf4gPjSz30Z/view

Story




First Place: Emily Early,
Parkway West HS,
Ballwin, MO

“ABC’s of COVID”

Judge’s Comment: The journalists who
wrote this article covered the pandemic in
a unique way. They used the alphabet from
A to Z to highlight several events that
occurred as a result of the virus. N was for
Netflix, Q was for quarantine and Z was for
Zoom. Interesting anecdotal quotes made
each event come alive visually for the
readers. This style allowed readers to get
an idea of several events that occurred as a
result of the pandemic.

During quarantine, most made changes in their daily life and found new ways to keep themselves
content at home. Read about how students made the best of it and what their experiences were.

Ais for Art

Senior and Drawing club president Eva Phillips
takes AP Drawing because it helps her increase
her art knowledge and create unique projects.
She has taken drawing classes throughout high
school, and plans on majoring in illustration.

“I think drawing helps [with boredom during
COVID-19], because it's something that you can
just do for hours and not realize that it's been so
long. It's a really good way to pass time and just
kind of zone out for a little bit,” Phillips said.

Phillips has been learning to draw from real-life
references as well as photos.

“I think I've improved a lot. | always saw district
art shows with the AP studio students like

seniors as an eighth grader and | was like, How

Using an X-acto knife to carefully make flower and line cut-
do you ever get that good?’ but now | realize outs, senior Eva Phillips spent lots of time to create a

unique art piece. (Courtesy of Eva Phillips)

that it's not as hard as | thought,” Phillips said.
B is for Baking with the Braziers

Acting as her parents’ second-in-command, sophomore Lydia Brazier loves to bake. She loves to
help with her mom’s baking business and edit baking videos for the family YouTube channel,



https://pwestpathfinder.com/2021/01/08/abcs-of-covid/

Second Place: Keira Beller,
Shalhevet HS,

Los Angeles, CA

“Same breath that carries the music
now quiets the choir”

Judge’s Comment: The author of this article
did a super job of showing how the virus
affected choir students as they tried to
carry on class via Zoom. Readers could
visualize how difficult it was to keep singers
together when they weren’t in the same
room.

Nothing is the same for the Shalhevet Choirhawks, who are now completely barred from singing together,
unable to have even just a little of what they used to as the school’s touring, concertizing, and Chanukah-

caroling co-ed Jewish a capella group.

Since the coronavirus outbreak in March, the Firehawk choir has had to abandon the Shalhevet music room
and try to sing over Zoom, due to a health prohibition directed specifically at singing because it spreads the

virus faster.

This has had the effect of stopping choir almost entirely, because it can’t simply move rehearsals and concerts

online. Zoom features a slight audio delay — a seemingly small problem that throws off the choir’s entire
sound by preventing people from singing at exactly the same time. Tiny delays destroy the entire
performance, turning what should be a sonorous blend into a meaningless cacaphony.

“In choir, everything needs to be exact, exact, exact, and Zoom has a little, tiny delay, so if we all try to sing
together on Zoom, it sounds super off,” said the group’s director, Ms. Joelle Keene. “Part of my job is to hold
everyhody together, and that's physically impossible on Zoom.”

The root of the problem is microscopic water
droplets called “aerosols” that can carry the virus,
and that a person emits when projecting their
voice.

Dr. Julie Higashi, a public health expert for L.A.
County and leader of Shalhevet’s Medical Task
Force, said one of the earliest “super-spreader”
Covid outbreaks happened at a Seattle-area choir
practice last March, when 52 singers out of 61 in
attendance caught Covid-19 from just one who was
infected. Two died.

“Singing is a well-known activity for producing
aerosols extremely efficiently,” wrote Dr. Higashi
in an email reply to Boiling Point questions. “The
experience in Seattle ... is evidence enough that
choir is, unfortunately, an extremely high-risk
activity.”

Tuberculosis and pertussis have also been spread
by singing, she said.

‘ ‘ When whooping cough
spread in Shalhevet, six people
in choir got it... Singing,
especially in groups, in a
secluded area and even outside,
spreads viruses way faster than
talking because you’re using so
much more energy and so
much more breath.”

— Danielle Finn, Choirhawk tenor, 11th
grade



https://shalhevetboilingpoint.com/arts/2020/12/23/same-breath-that-carries-the-music-now-quiets-the-choir/

Third Place: Alice Meng,
lowa City West HS,
lowa City, IA

“Zoomed out”

Judge’s Comment: This is a great
story about how difficult it is for both
teachers and students to learn by
Zoom. There are great quotes like the
one person who said “It’s sort of
defeating, and | don’t know what’s
going on behind there. “Readers had
no doubt about what was going on
behind there after reading this
article.

It’s seventh period, but somehow you’re still

sprawled in bed. Your head is throbbing and your

YOUR AD
COULD BE
HERE

(CLICK TO LEARN HOW)

back aches. A voice drones on from your laptop
on the other side of the room. If it wasn't for the
fear that your teacher might call on you, you'd be
fast asleep. This is the new reality for many
online students experiencing “Zoom fatigue.”

In the first trimester, 44.7% of students enrolled
in the online learning program. Those students
have attended synchronous classes over Zoom for
half of the school day and completed work asynchronously for the remaining portion. f§
However, the hours spent on Zoom have added up, leaving students feeling drained.

Online student Ida Behnami "21 has been having trouble staying engaged during
Zoom classes.

“When I have my camera off, which is really tempting to do, sometimes I'll just go
off and do my own thing, or I'll go on my phone,” Behnami said. “It’s kind of hard.
The audio will disconnect from the teachers, or they’ll get kicked out [of the Zoom
meeting], and so then there’ll be a disruption in the class, and then it just makes me
not focus for the rest of class.”

Teachers who have opted to teach from home have noticed this lack of engagement
from students. Math teacher Julie Kennebeck has struggled to connect with her
students and understand their needs in a virtual setting. Since only a couple of her
students turn their cameras on during class, she finds it difficult to adjust her
teaching pace as needed.



https://wsspaper.com/62820/feature/zoomed-out/

Category 4: Pandemic
Coverage - Series



Nineteen voices from
CoviD-19

The K.H.S. Journalism Partnership

About this project

It was supposed to be a time of celebration. Students and athletes were supposed to dance
alongside each other at prom and bring home state championships. Families were supposed
to start packing for their summer vacations and sit down at crowded restaurants to honor
another completed school year. Businesses were supposed to start stocking up again for the
summer rush and open patios for their customers to enjoy the summer air. But on April 9,
just two weeks after the Mayor of St. Louis announced a stay-at-home order, Governor Mike
Parson released the decision to close all Missouri schools for the rest of the school year.
Now, it did not matter what the students and residents of St. Louis were supposed to do,
because the COVID-19 pandemic was forcing everyone’s lives on hold. But this is where the
stories just began. As the worries shifted from prom dresses to promising to stay six feet
away from others, and from homework to working from home, TKC and the Pioneer
collaborated as one to help tell the story of 19 people during these difficult times. 19 stories
to show the impact of COVID-19 in our community. 19 stories of what actually happened,
instead of what was supposed to.

In light of this unprecedented public health crisis, The Kirkwood Call and Pioneer Yearbook staffs
have worked together under the Kirkwood High School Journalism Partnership to produce this

special issue.

Special thanks to our KHS journalism partners and sponsors who helped us fund this project.

Photography by Natalie Sweesy, Brigid Van Rees and Emma Wright

First Place: The KHS Journalism'Partnership, «

Kirkwood HS, B "GN
Kirkwood, MO o %’ N

“Nineteen Voices from COVID#S"

Judge’s Comment: The photography and writing were
both superb. The user expelrience was so,seamles(s\on
both a desktop and mobile deviee. It's hard to create
such a visually stunning-and equally easy to navigate
web presentation, but this talented team did just that. |
was so impressed at the wide variety of people from
the community that were featured in this piece. This
was a huge undertaking. Even just photographing this
many people during a pandemic is a challenge but you
wouldn't know it. The final product is something I'd
expect to see from a major news outlet.

W



https://spark.adobe.com/page/rHT6j19iTzTXP/?ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thekirkwoodcall.com%2Ffeatures%2F2020%2F05%2F23%2Fnineteen-stories-from-covid-19%2F&embed_type=overlay&context=lightbox-expand
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Second Place: Timberlines &
Woodman Staff,
Greenwood Community HS,
Greenwood, IN

“Quarantine Magazine”

Judge’s Comment: The visuals feagured in this speciaﬁssue
were the first thing that caught my eye, but the quality of
the writing and reporting blew me away once | really dug
into reading this issue. | was impressed by the wide range of
topics covered -- from the impact on local businesses to the
impact on student's plans. The feature on remote Iea'rrTi-n'g
may have been the strongest. It covered all the angles: how
students coped, how parents felt.and hew teadhe{a.dapted{
It was a really in-depth look at once of the most complex
issues brought on by the pmd?mic and | applaud the staff

for how well they covered it. -
¢ A

"



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ictqPwDAW51oV7Nh-GyqOOszgCFm06qU/view

| COMMUNITY'LEADERS Pace 06 | CONTACT
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Third Place: Team at FHN,
Francis Howell North HS,
St. Charles, MO
“Pandemic Coverage”

Judge’s Comment: The visuals featured in this special issue
were the first thing that caught my eye, but the quality of
the writing and reporting blew me away once | really dug
into reading this issué. I was impressed by the wide range of
topics covered -- from the impact on local businesses to the
impact on student's plans. The feature on remote learning
may have been the strongest. It covered all the angles: how
students coped, how parents felt and how teaches adapted.
It was a really in-depth look at once of the most complex
issues brought on by the pandemic and | applaud the staff
for how well they covered.it.

|BY COVID-13 AND HOW THE -
OMMUNITY RESPONDED TO IT \



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TDEcJihnqWZOk6_NwYHkYQZp8J8Nqo5_/view

Category 5:
Feature Writing



First Place: Madelynn Niles,
McCallum HS,

Austin, TX

“A trip down Dar Bowl’s memory
lanes”

Judge’s Comment: When a beloved, almost
mythical local business closes, there are great
options available for reporting, from family
connections to group experiences to students
feeling something has been lost that can't be
found. The combination of reporting depth and
terrific writing and organization made this
feature stand out. The professionalism of this
reporting would allow this feature to grace a
local magazine or news site just as well as the
school media that published it. | wish | could
have visited this suddenly closed bowling alley.

oach Amaro just wanted some enchiladas.

He was the new guy on the block in ‘99, and didn’t know anyone in the area. So when a man

approached him about his football team at the little old bowling alley, he didn’t think much of it.

Who was that guy? He asked one of the workers there.

Oh, he’s the owner of Dart Bowl.

More Dart Bowl
coverage

After just missing it, Pratt
sets personal best in Mac
victory

Bowling teams headed to
regionals

Tucked beside McCallum on Grover Avenue, the old school, 32-lane bowling alley
had been an Austin icon since it got the ball rolling in 1958, not stopping until two
weeks ago. The legacy passed from owner Harry Peterson to his grandson John
Donovan, who partnered with Betty Ray and her husband Jerry, the man Amaro
had just bumped into at the bowling alley.

“So turns out he wasn’t a recruiter,” Amaro said with a laugh. “He was the owner
that was also on the Board of Trustees at TCU. From then on, Mr. Ray and I
became pretty good friends.”

Amaro began to form more friendships with a collection of characters at the local
alley when he brought his bowling classes there — which happened to be every
weekday.

“I got to know a lot of people there,” he said. “Sometimes I'd go down there when
we had Christmas vacation or something like that. I'd go early in the morning, and
there was a group of old guys. I called them The Council of Elders.”

According to Amaro, the Council included a World War II veteran who never
married, an old fisherman full of stories and a retired postman who knew
everybody in Austin.

“Iused to tell the coaches at McCallum, you need to come over here and meet the
Council of Elders, these guys will tell you about anything you wanna know,”
Amaro said. “You got a question? Go to the Council of Elders. How to buy a car?
How to invest your money? If you're in love, what to do? Talk to the Council of
Elders.”



https://macshieldonline.com/31758/entertainment/a-trip-down-dart-bowls-memory-lanes/

Second Place: Campbell Wood,
Shawnee Mission East HS,
Prairie Village, KS

“New Way of Nursing”

Judge’s Comment: The way this feature on new
challenges for a school nurse managed to take
readers into a woman's thinking and
preparation, relying on a combination of
observation and insightful interviewing, made
this a timely and inspirational story with a tight
local angle.

New Way of Nursing: How Nurse
Ptacek’s job has changed with
COVID-19

By Campbell Wood
Posted November 23, 2020

Don’t overreact.

East nurse Stephanie Ptacek thought to herself as she put on her safety goggles. She crept into room 420
— the isolation room — to check up on the first student who had reported COVID-19 symptoms since
hybrid learning started. It was only the first day.

She knows they were scared too. She couldn't freak out.

If she overreacts, students won't come to her when they feel sick. If she overreacts, she can't help them.

She has to stay calm.

“I don't want 1t to be like, ‘Oh, you went to the nurse and she berated you for having COVID symptoms,™
Ptacek said. “There’s a stigma with COVID for some reason and people are secretive. I want kids to know
that they can report symptoms, that they don't need to be secretive, and we'll take care of things.”

Looking out for the health of 2,000 students
and staff members 1sn't easy. Her school days
have gone from kids stopping by to take their
medication to sending one to two kids home

daily and into a 14-day quarantine.

“It’s just surreal,” Ptacek said. “There’s no
better word for it.”

When Ptacek started as a school nurse a year

ago, she was anticipating the regular high
& N & & & Noelle Griffin | The

Nurse Ptacek posts sign outside the isola
upset stomach, at worst, a broken bone. But let others know it's in use.

school nurse job — bloody noses, sore throat,

nurses have to be prepared for anything these
days, Ptacek said.

“I don't think any healtheare workers expected to be working during a global pandemic,” Ptacek said.

“I've had to learn a lot of new things about public health and contact tracing.”



https://smeharbinger.net/new-way-of-nursing-how-nurse-ptaceks-job-has-changed-with-covid-19/

Third Place: Emily Moser,
Blue Valley Northwest HS,
Overland Park, KS

“Our Modern Religions”

Judge’s Comment: This package of reporting on
four different students and their approach to
spirituality combined terrific environmental
portraits with sensitive and insightful
reporting. Religion and spirituality generally is
undercovered and not easy to write about in
accessible ways. This story handled the
pressure well.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QGPTIaqQtjVhfTFw-M-AyGcdlb0Lu6r6/view

Category 6:
Column Writing



Stop saying that children are
resilient

Belle Wilson, Editor-in-Chief
October 12, 2020

These past few months have been tough on everyone. We are all doing the best we
can to deal with situations and obstacles we've never faced before. I've noticed
changes in my own mental and physical health due to the new circumstances of life.

The most human thing to do is confide in others and try to find reassurance of our
feelings. It's a natural instinct that most young people will rely on the adults in their
lives to listen to the concerns they have and to give advice in regard to how they
should navigate through difficult moments like these. Time and time again, young
people seem to receive the same response.

“You'll be okay; children are resilient.”

What does that even mean? By definition, it means “doing better than expected for
the situation; to withstand or recover quickly.”

Basically, my interpretation of that phrase is, as a teenager, I'm going to be expected
to bounce back and not let things affect me even if deep down inside they do. It
reminds me of the line from the Kelly Clarkson song, “What doesn't kill you makes
you stronger.” This may be true, but just because it didn't kill you doesn't mean it
doesn't make a negative impact on your life.

From the time we are first born, every moment — both good and bad — molds you
into the person you will eventually grow up to be. If you think about it, it's actually
quite scary how even litle moments can affect the adult you'll become one day.

These past several months, children and young adults have not been able to simply
be kids. Yes, this may be for our safety, but it doesn't mean we don’t have the right to
be upset.

First Place: Isabelle Wilson,
The John Carroll School,
Bel Air, MD

“Stop saying that children are resment

Judge’s Comment: In a year full-of Iife—altering events,
there were plenty of important stories about the:™
impact on core audiences of scholastic media. Often
adult authorities told-those stories. This column stands
out because it presents another perspective, @
expressed by students, tackling one of those events -
the pandemic and its impact. Exercising teade\rship?
authority and passion, this columnist courageously =~
speaks truth to power in a well-written response from
the perspective of her péeers; who often posSess h‘ttle
agency. »



https://jcpatriot.com/perspectives/2020/10/12/stop-saying-that-children-are-resilient/

The trials and tribulations in exploring our mascot

Ellie Kim

APV student wears an Indian headdress during a football game in the 1963 yearbook. A group of staff writers created a
package looking into the history behind PV's mascot and the use of Native American imagery.

Ellie Kim, Editor in Chief
October 20,2020

(Editor’s note: This is the first article in a series we are calling “What's in a Name?,” which explores the
history behind our mascot and the use of Native American imagery and nicknames. This serves as an
intro to the package and explains our nearly year-long exploration of our school’s mascot, the Indians.)

What's in a name?

After all, as was once asked by Shakespeare's Juliet, is a rose
not a rose, if called by another name?

wHATS N

A bunch of us at our publication were wondering the same thing early last school year, but with a slight
twist: What's in a school’s nickname?

Second Place: Ellie Kim;
Pascack Valley HS,
Hillsdale, NJ

“What’s in a name®

.

Judge’s Comment Reflec‘tlve contemplation Qf
the mascots at this school. Leadershipand
information are important goalsforan b
effective opinion column. This one admirably

achieves those goals. (5 o M2 .{_
t¥ RSt o
- 4 Py



https://pvsmokesignal.com/whats-in-a-name/

Allowing students to skip exams in two classes in which they
have an 85 would improve grades, equity, mental health

== can
SOMzons

i lp LEASE

AW Awn Thal
musier?

Anna McClellan

Everyone sing it now: “All students want for the holidays is two fewer finals. Two fewer finals. Two
fewer finals."

Jessica Montoya Moreno, staff
reporter
November 23, 2020

2 f W= 8

When students think about finals, we automatically start to worry and stress.
As the days we take finals get closer, some students sacrifice their health as they
prepare themselves, sleeping less and staying up longer to try to cram in as
many pieces of information as they can.

Finals, now combined with COVID-19, are putting more stress on students than
ever before. Online learning has made this school year hard for students by
being trapped inside, stuck learning on too-bright screens, and managing life in
a pandemic worrying about what could happen next. Grades this semester have
proven that the transition to online learning has been difficult at best, and
impossible at worse. This year would be an excellent time to implement a finals
opt-out policy and reduce stress that students have when faced with final
exams.

Third Place: Jessica Montoya Mo
McCallum HS,
Austin, TX

“A good idea in any year, a finalsfopt- out policy &
is an absolute necessity for students, teachengs
in 2020” e o i

PSR SN
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Judge’s Comment: Strong argum'ent' in support of a ¢~*
school policy change to address the pandemic's effect y’
on students' mental health. Effective wrltm-g and) fd e
authoritative voice engage readers in what cq,ulm a«f,é% _j

complex topic. . o gr_’;»,._
A
F 8
s "*’*“}


https://macshieldonline.com/33628/opinion/a-good-idea-in-any-year-a-finals-opt-out-policy-is-an-absolute-necessity-for-students-teachers-in-2020/

Category /:
Review Writing



First Place: Emily Davis, \s

V4 s - a
St a r r S M | I I H S, Netflix’s “If Anything Happens | Love You” bears a powerful, heart-breaking message that doesn’t require
. but 12 minutes to make the watcher’s stomach drop. Truthfully, it only requires a specific 70 seconds.
Fayetteville, GA

The film follows two mourning parents whose marriage is

" 0 G falling apart as they deal with the death of their daughter. As
N etfl IX S h O rt Ca pt u res h u m a n S p I rlt they reminisce about their daughter, they are brought ‘ ‘ Emphasis on
¥7) together and know that they still have each other, evenin « . "
t h rou g h h €d rt b rea k the unbelievably hard times. Emphasis on "unbelievable,’ unbehevable, because no
because no parents would expect such a fate to be their paren‘ts Wo‘lﬂd E',Xpect Such a
, _ o childs. fate to be their child’s. ”
JUdge S Com ment: Th IS review IS thoughtfu I, “If Anything Happens | Love You” was directed and written — Editor-in-Chief Emily Davis
f I d | I . t I . k t h f I t by Will McCormack, who helped write “Toy Story 4,” and
power ulan com pe Ingl not unlike etnim I Michael Govier. One of the main reasons why this short film

refl ectS. Th ew rite r effo rtlessly ca ptu res th e has had the impact that it does is because of all of the

. . . outside sources that contributed to making this ink-animated, silent, and musically-driven piece of art.
em Ot lons t h at b rou ght t h IS monoc h rom at I C' Both directors made the decision to meet with the organization Everytown for Gun Safety and with parents
a bst ra ct p rOJ ect to I |fe 1 S h e su CC| n ctly reca Sts t h e of gun violence victims in order to make the film emotionally realistic. One aspect to this grief that I've

. > personally never considered is the effect that the loss of a child can have on the parents’ marriage.
storyline and then lets the “faceless doodles of

Throughout the film the parents and their ink-drawn shadows yell at one another, showing that tragedy can

b I d Ck” S h ow th e agony Of |OSi ng a IOved one to a cause lots of misplaced frustration when such an event is out of one’s control.
SChOOI Sh00t| ng. V|V|d descn pt|ons a nd |ns|ghtfu | Despite the monochrome of the parents’ world, there are
. . . traces of color left behind by their daughter. In one scene,
conclusions contribute to a mature analysis, ‘ € One aspect to this grief | themethersitsonher chiid's bed,smeling one of her
d b . bI d f h , p g daughter’s shirts, while a soccer ball bumps into a vinyl. The
Supporte y an envia € command o t € that I've personally never music adds color, while an ink shadow of the daughter is
language. This review made me cry. considered is the effect that Introduced.
the loss of a child can have on This music also catches the father’s attention. He enters the
the parents’ marriage.” room and joins the mother on the bed. While they’re both

still sad, but provide weak smiles, flashbacks begin as they
— Editor-in-Chief Emily Davis revisit memories of their daughter.



https://www.theprowlernews.org/reviews/2020/12/15/netflix-short-captures-human-spirit-through-heartbreak/

Reconnecting Face-to-Face: How
an 80-year-old book on human
interaction is still applicable today

By Campbell Wood
Posted March 11, 2020

“What's this supposed to mean?” was my first thought after my dad handed me the book “How to Win

S e CO n d P I a Ce : Ca m p b e | | Wo O d ) Friends and Influence People.” Was he trying to tell me something?
1 1 Whether he was implying I needed to make more friends or not, I eventually realized I needed this book
Shawnee Mission East HS,

— we all need it.

P ra I rl e VI I I a g e, KS Dale Carnegie's “How to Win Friends and Influence People” is the ultimate self-help book, and — unlike
a slew of other options in the genre — does exactly what the title entails. But what makes this book stand

- R e C o n n e Ct i n g F a C e —t O = F a C e ot out on the self-help shelf 1sn't just its prineiples, but the fact that Carnegie wrote them over 8o years ago

and they're still applicable today.

The purpose of the book is to highlight the benefits personal interaction can have on your life. Almost a

J u d gel S CO m m e nt . A CO u ra ge O u S' i n S ig htfu I ta ke ccnturycijt;;, zmc@ld Camcgicis teachings hznlr-c found their way to my hands as I work to achieve that more
approachable and compassionate personality.
O n m OVI n g a Way fro m t h e synt h et I c n a t u re Of One thing Carnegie emphasizes is face-to-face interaction — I
g 1 1 1 H 1 EXEMPLARY learned the best way to start a conversation with someone is to
21st-century human interaction, with a hilarious EXEMPLA comedth bst Lo sat s comersation vith someons
English class small talk improved with my newly-found people

conclusion. Pr—————————

. skills.

ANY FOOL CAN CRITICIZE. CONDEMN . . .

AND COMPLAIN — AND MOST FOOLS His voice-packed writing style and well-rounded knowledge of
DO BUT IT TAKES CHARACTER . . . .

AND SELF-CONTROL TO BE human interaction makes his preachings more memorable than

UNDERSTANDING AND FORGIVING. . . . -
one would think, especially in a book genre where the climax

THAT 18 WIT DOGE ARE SUCH AKIT finds itself in the phrase, “how to be a better you.”

THEY ARE 50 GLAD TO SEE US THAT

THEY ALMOST JUMP OUT OF THER

?gﬁ-ES%:GTU“*LlY- WE ARE GLAD Although today’s interactions are heavily dictated by technology,

and Carnegie lived in a time when phones were anything but

YOUR SMILE BRIGHTENS THE LIVES OF “smart,” his interpretation of interaction is still applicable today
ALL WHO SEE IT. TO SOMEOMNE WHO . . . . .
HAS SEEN A DOZEN PECSLE FROWN, despite the technological advancements sinee it was published.

SCOWL OR TURN THEIR FACES AWAY,
VOUR SMILE 1S LIKE THE SUN BREAKING

THROUGH THE CLOUDS. Though he had no knowledge of what was to come, Carnegie

T E—— proves that interaction isn't commenting on someone’s spring

HOURS BY BECOMING GENUINELY
| INTERESTED IN HIM AND HIS PROBLEMS.

break post or “friending” someone on Snapchat, but rather


https://smeharbinger.net/reconnecting-face-to-face-how-80-year-old-book-on-human-interaction-is-still-applicable-today/

Third Place: Hugh Chan,
Ladue Horton Watkins HS,
St. Louis, MO

“How the cookies crumble”

Judge’s Comment: Author backs up
his assertions with descriptions that
are thorough and nuanced,
occasionally treading into TMI
territory. Masterful deployment of
the semicolon. An especially adroit
and spot-on analysis of S’'mores.

HUGH CHAN  F jnt
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/19idxvqIX7bozJJKxedq31irWecyJOLpp/view

Category 8:
In-Depth
Reporting/Individual



MY OWN

WORST ENEMY

Eating disorders, femininity, modeling, social media,
self love: find the phrase that does not belong
ARTICLE, PHOTOS & DESIGN BY ALEXANDRA ROZMARIN

ponish teacher Aimée Verapinto

began modeling in the 1990s when

she was a junior in high school

She walked runways at high school
fashion shows and had a talent agent who
worked with her to try and secure a con-
tract with a larger agency.

One day, she went out for a coffee date
with her agent and ordered a muffin along
with her beverage.

“Do you see all that grease on your fin-
ger from that muffin? That’s going to go
right here,” her female agent

million men in the United States will ex-
perience an eating disorder, like the one
Verapinto experienced. at one point in their
lives.

Anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa,
binge eating disorder and orthorexia are
all diagnoses that describe various ways of
disordered cating

Body dysmorphia—characterized by
a defect in a person’s perception of their
body shape or weight—can develop on its
own or alongside an eating disorder. The

1 OCD F d: estimates

slapping the side of her own thigh. “We
have got to get you down.”

Little did Verapinto's agent know, she
was speaking to a I6-ycar-old girl with
an eating disorder. The agent never gave
Verapinto advice on healthy ways to lose
weight, instead encouraging her to lose
inches in any way she could.

These degrading comments exacerbat-
ed the emotional struggles Veraptinto went
through being a teenage girl trying to figure
out her place in the world. so she began ex-
ercising excessively, cating minimally and
purging frequently

At one point, even when she did not
actively attempt to purge, her body reject-
ed food, and she could not stand without
feeling dizzy. Verapmto believes that even
if her agent had known of her illness, she
would not have cared.

“She bred a piece of [the illness] her-
sclf,” Verapinto said. “She was constantly
making comments about how | wasn't thin
enough and I needed to have this type of
body, so | don't think she was really aware
of the way her words had an impact on me.”

Even through weight loss, Verapinto
wass never able 1o break through the doors
of a larger agency.

“That lack of success fed this nega-
tive message to myself that | wasn't pretty
enough or | wasn't skinny enough and | had
to try harder.” Verapinto said, “and that fed
that discase in itself.”

The National Eating Disorders Associ-
ation estimates 20 million women and 10

that one in 50 people worldwide suffer
from body dysmorphia.

Although anyone can develop an cating
disorder, they are most frequently diag-
nosed in adolescent females, as stated in a
2012 report by BC Children’s Kelty Men-
tal Heaith Resource Centre. It cites societal
pressure as a reason for the disproportion-
ality.

FATING DISORDERS AND FEMININITY

According to an anonymous survey of
150 UPA students, 78% of females and
51% of males surveyed have felt self-con-
scious about their weight. English teacher
Kristin Moore finds this statistic unsur-
prising

“Idon't think there's a woman alive who,
at some time or another, has not cither had
an cating disorder, or at least a very trou-
bled relationship with food,” Moore said

To her, although cating disorders can af-
fect both males and females, they are very
much a feminine issue.

“We're taught or indoctrinated from
a very early age to control how much we
cat, but really at the bottom of it, I think
it's about controlling who we are as wom-
en,” Moore said. “We're told to not take up
space in terms of our voices and our opin-
ions, and I think it all converges together
around the issues of bodies and food.”

Moore struggled with anorexic and bu-
limic behaviors throughout middle school
and high school

Continued on next page
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First Place: Alexandra Rozmari
University Preparatory Acade
San Jose, CA

“My Own Worst Enemy”

Judge’s Comment: "My Own Worst Enemy" dlgs gje
into a serious problem with weII m&d real life
that illustrate the links: between addictive att%ntmﬁ te
self-worth and anorexia. Peoj :
story are weII informed and i

meaningful information th
Alexandra Rozmarin
reporting. 4


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ui5oMgnxKOwvMLMqb46l7mlLgiCAdRsj/view

Learning together: district commits to cultural
responsiveness after controversial online learning
assignment

Kylie Clifton, Feature Editor | October 2, 2020

It was 9:15 on the marning of September 23rd, and eighth grade Portage North Middle
School student Pablo Fraga was ready to return to a new kind of normal with his online
history assignment. The content that awaited him, however, was anything but.

“I read the questions through and they disgusted me,” he said.

Many students have been frustrated in the online learning environment, but Pablo’s disgust was
unrelated to technological hurdles: he was deeply bothered by what the assignment meant and
what it asked him and what it asked 14 year old students like him to do.

The assignment, which was given to all eighth grade students in the district as a part of the
Learning Together initiative to continue learning through the end of the school year, featured
numerous charts and records of slaves, including their name, age, definition of their forced labor,
their monetary “value” in 1848, and their adjusted “value” in modern times.

After students read the table, they were asked to answer a series of questions, such as:

“Looking at the inventory above, which slave definition seems to be worth the most money? Why
do you think this is?”

“Mr. Roman had 20 total house slaves, How much money in 1848 did Mr. Roman had wrapped up
into his slaves?”

“Looking at the amount that one individual had tied into slavery (just in people, not in profit or
anything else), does it make sense why the South was so intent on keeping the plantation

Second Place: Kylie Clifton,
Portage Northern HS,
Portage, Ml _
“Learning together: district gl Mits to 7
responsiveness after controverSIaLthne
learning assignment’”

-

controversy and emotion surr@uﬂﬂg it butneeded e
written. Writer Kylie Clifton's lead anecdotqm W ar
the writing captures the story's essence, to chir Ko

necessary bases when sourcing and exp ' e
Comment from the teacher who. ma-@ﬂ ;

stated reason for the as i
story's appeal. But, 2n
done.


https://portagenorthernlight.com/8171/feature/learning-together-district-commits-to-cultural-responsiveness-after-controversial-online-learning-assignment/

Recommended new school name spurs backlash

Ava Smith
October 27, 2020

A renaming committee’s recommendation of Ida
B. Wells as Grady's new name rather than
majority-supported Midtown has spurred
community backlash.

“I was saddened by the meeting last week,” said
parent and school governance team member
Sharon Bray, who supported the Midtown name
N— w Despite Midtown garnering twice the amount of support
and thought the majority input was overlooked. “I
R ) as Ida B. Wells, according to a community survey, the

was not happy that people weren’t representing  Grady Renaming Committee voted to recommend the
their constituencies. | felt like when you're name of Ida B. Wells to the Board for a final vote. This
appointed as a representative to a committee, decision has spurred backlash from some who feel that

g gz the committee’s decision does not reflect the community.
your primary job is to represent the group that

you were appointed to represent.”

File Photo

Throughout the school’s renaming process, which began in the summer, there have been multiple
community input opportunities, including surveys and discussion at committee meetings. The
committee narrowed a list of more than 50 suggested names to five: Freedom, Thomas E. Adger, Ida B.
Wells, Piedmont and Midtown. The committee created a survey to gather input on the short list,
asking each participant to self-identify as a student, faculty member or community member and to
submit their preferred choice and explain their rationale. The survey did not have a category for
alumni.

Grady is the oldest school in Atlanta Public Schools, with a history dating back to 1872, the year the
Atlanta City Council created the district. Founded as Boys’ High, the school officially became Grady in
1947 when it converted to a coed institution. Henry Grady's name first appeared when the main
building on Charles Allen Drive was being constructed in 1922 and the campus housed both Boys’
High and Tech High, according the book “Boys’ High Forever: The History of an Extraordinary Atlanta
Public High School,” which chronicles the school’s early history through 1947.

“It's a pretty major thing,” said Grady parent Richard Weinstein. “That school has been around [and]
that name has been around for decades ... | think it's important that the name change reflects the will
and the desire of the constituents in the community.”

Third Place: Ava Smith,
Henry W. Grady HS,
Atlanta, GA

“Recommended new schogifiame spurs

backlash - -‘ K 3 -

-

Judge’s Comment The writer, Ava Smith, dld a , f.“,
good job of untangling a compl\lcated story and
giving all of those with a stake in the storya ;'{,_,._'i'
chance to have their say. The lead was good, =
letting us know the issue right away and séttmg
the stage for the comments to follow. The story ¥ "’

had good detail and canveyed the emétnﬁm “J

drove the speakers. @:p’d entry. L™ L
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https://thesoutherneronline.com/77891/news/renaming-committees-name-recommendation-ida-b-wells-goes-against-the-majority-spurs-backlash/

Category 9:
In-Depth
Reporting/Team



First Place: Kylie Clifton, Astrid Code, Maya Daniels,
Sloan Markin, Bryana Quick,

Portage Northern HS,

Portage, Ml

“Miscommunication about district move to hybrid
causes concerns and confusion among
shareholders”

Judge’s Comment: This team has clearly earned the trust of its
readers and community, which is evident from the sources they
were able to get on the record for this story, about the controversy
around a miscommunicated move to hybrid schooling. The writing
and structuring of the story is really compelling, which
demonstrates keen editing, and the visuals provided valuable
information to the reader and supplemented the text well. This
story is an exceptional example of student journalists holding
institutions accountable while responsibly presenting various
perspectives on a difficult issue.

Miscommunication about district move to hybrid causes
concerns and confusion among shareholders

Kylie Clifton, Astrid Code, Maya Daniels, Sloan Markin, and Bryana Quick

October 13, 2020

readied their screens for the standard bi-monthly Board of Education meeting. The meeting’s first hour passed

as might have been expected, with routine updates coming to a close with no objections. The tone changed

abruptly during the public comments section of the meeting, when thirty-two letters from teachers, parents,
students and community members made it clear that this meeting would be anything but normal.

! 1 6:30 on the evening of September 28th, community members all across Portage cleared their tabs and

“I'm sorta frustrated with teachers and administration for this rumor wasting an hour and a half of our time and the
administration not able to quell this rumor before it got this far,” concluded Board trustee Kurt Droppers after district
Communications Director Michelle Karpinski finished reading the comments.

Droppers wasn't alone in his opinion of the alleged “rumors.’ Board trustee Robert Snyder indicated in his closing
statements that, “A rumor gets halfway around the world while the truth is still getting pants on.”

This perspective extended even to board leadership, with Board vice president Terri Novaria stating at the close of the
meeting, “There is so much time wasted on anxiety for something that isn’t even written down anywhere. I'm not sure
where people got their ideas about what was happening and who was leading the charge.”

What the Board didn't know was that not only was the plan written down, it had already been shared to building
principals and teachers. That district administrators were planning to move from virtual to hybrid instruction wasn't a
rumor that spread within the community. It was an established fact.



https://portagenorthernlight.com/8273/news/miscommunication-about-district-move-to-hybrid-causes-concerns-and-confusion-among-shareholders/

First Place: Melissa Liu, Bedansh Pandey,
Northview HS,

Johns Creek, GA

“Restoring the Creek”

Judge’s Comment: Melissa and Bedansh did a
phenomenal job of localizing a huge issue
(climate change) to their school community.
They covered the topic from various angles and
interviewed a diverse roster of sources, from a
city councilperson to a student who manages a
boba tea shop, but kept the story threaded
cohesively. This is professional-quality
journalism, written well and clearly conceived,
edited, and structured thoughtfully.

RIS N
e e EelRGR

Restoring the Creek

Local leaders, businesses, and students take steps to protect Johns Creek’s environment and mitigate climate change

Graphic by Melissa Liv, Managing Print & Design Editor

Bedansh Pandey, News Editor & Melissa Liu, Managing Print & Design Editor

Nearly 10 years ago, driving down Bell Road to Northview High School was a tranquil journey — the sides of roads were lush with rees and leaves, the crisp, moming smell of dew waited through the
air, and nofure was af its prime. But today, there has been an evident change. With new residential areas spawning where forests used to be, and a hint of soot in the air that used to be fresh, residents
point out that large-scale urbanization has degraded the envi ofthe city. This is not a unique irend by any means; many suburban ciies like Johns Creek are becoming less green. But through

business, policy, and education, the community is faking steps to restore the environment to what it once was and batlle the larger enemy of climate change.



https://www.nhsmessenger.org/features/all/climate-change

The 1619 Project

Judge’s Comment: This group of students took a massive
issue -- the original sin of chattel slavery and all of its
heinous consequences and impacts -- and translated it to
their school community through a compelling, thoughtful
mix of reported and opinion pieces. Through stellar
reporting, these student journalists put human faces on the
achievement gap, redlining, and more, and pulled in
historical context and current day issues to create a
narrative of the scars of slavery and the fresh wounds still
being inflicted by racism. This package was thoughtfully and
maturely conceived and presented.

1619

Emma Lingo

"Mo aspect of the country that would be formed here has been untouched by the years of slavery that followed. On the 400th anniversary of
this fateful moment, it is finally time to tell our story truthfully” - The 1619 Project

The 1619 Project

Emma Lingo, Maddie Meyers, Malcia Greene, Kiden-Aloyse Smith, Rachel Finan, and
Charlotte Heinrich

2019, the 400th anniversary of the beginning of American slavery. It aims to reframe the country’s
history by placing the consequences of slavery and the contributions of black Americans at the very
center of our national narrative.” - The New York Times

‘ ‘ T he 1619 Project is an ongoing initiative from The New York Times Magazine that began in August

Six reporters from TKC decided to contribute to this project, finding local stories surrounding racism and the
resilence of the African-American community. Below are stories about topics ranging from Kirkwood's
redistricting proposition and redlining to an editorial about slavery and the success story of a dominantly black
school overcoming the education gap.



https://www.thekirkwoodcall.com/indepth/2020/03/27/the-1619-project/

Category 10:
Sports Feature Writing



First Place: Sam Hawkins,
Carmel HS,
Carmel, IN
“(Fem)powered”

Judge’s Comment-l‘ﬁi i
Great description in the _‘
Goes in-depth, but not so far where it |
well-written, informative read that does
job highlighting women in a predor i-l:,'s"
sport. If you're looking for a one-stog

women in martial arts, this is i
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lTiP652Hbo_JKCuEeDymQP-8dWiyEe9a/view

veryone only has one brain, and protecting that brain can be a challenge. According to a study published in
E the journal Pediatrics, football is the sport with the highest concussion rates followed by girls soccer and boys

ice hockey.

Nathan Bradford ‘23 has had three concussions from playing football—one each year from seventh grade to ninth
grade. After his first two concussions, Bradford took about a week off from playing football before returning to the
game he loved.

“I had a lot of people pushing me to [continue playing]. I enjoyed the game a lot, and I was getting better,” Bradford
said.
However, after suffering from another concussion the following year, Bradford decided to stop playing football at the

end of the season.

“It was a tough decision, but I valued my own brain over the game that I was playing,” Bradford said. “Playing this
year would just not be worth the risk.”

A concussion is generally started by a blow to the head
or whiplash that creates a bruise in the brain. That

leads to swelling, and since the brain is contained

‘ ‘ It was a tough decision,

but I valued my own brain over

the game that I was playing.

e Playing this year would just not
be worth the risk.”

The Director of Primary Sports Medicine at the
University of lowa, Andrew Peterson, is also the head
team physician of the lowa Hawkeyes. He goes to
football games with the Iowa Hawkeyes so that he can

within the skull, there is nowhere for the swelling to
go, and the resulting pressure affects the brain.
Symptoms can include trouble concentrating, feeling
off-balance, blurry vision, seeing double, sensitivity to
light, neck pain, fatigue, and trouble remembering

— Bradford

be ready to intervene if a player gets a concussion.

The main tool used to identify concussions is the SCAT 5, the fifth version of the Sideline Concussion Assessment Tool.

It is included in an international consensus statement on concussion evaluation and management.

“Pretty much everyone uses [the SCAT 5] as their sideline concussion tool,” Peterson said. “It involves the symptom
scores, balance test, some memory and concentration tests. You use that to really fully evaluate [if someone has a
concussion].”

Concussion diagnosis is largely based on the symptoms of the athlete, and how they act during the testing. In the fall
2019 football session alone, the City High football team had 12 diagnosed concussions. The coaches are very aware of
this issue and have measures in place to deal with both the risk of concussions and their treatment.

lowa City HS
Iowa City, IA

excellent job. break
debated top.lc :
this piece was w ;
key to a story, anid «u y-Stoelzl
great group, from those who' ve:
concussions to experts in the
Story flowed |ncred|bly we
readers think, as aH q


https://www.thelittlehawk.com/53385/sports/a-heads-up-on-concussions/

The nerves were intense as Shiloh Wilson tried to regroup after being bucked off his first horse in the biggest rodeo
competition of his short career. A moment before the 7-year-old got on his second horse, his dad thumped him on
the chest.

“Son, you got this,” Jeff Wilson said. “I told you, you got this. Now get on this horse and ride this horse.”

Shiloh stayed on his second horse long enough to be taken off of it by the “pickup man.” His smile, his dad said, was
priceless.

It is a smile of a third-generation cowboy. A smile that can be donned only by a grandson of a Texas rodeo Hall of
Famer. It's a smile Shiloh’s dad and grandfather both flashed during their championship rodeo careers.

“I'm leaving a legacy behind me,” Shiloh’s 87-year-old grandfather Stanley Wilson said. “I'm just all around proud.

“I really enjoy watching Shiloh ride. He's so young, he's just thrilled to death with it."

Collision and refinishing teacher Jeff Wilson began training Shiloh for rodeos when Shiloh was 3. The passion for
rodeoing is three generations in the making for the Wilson family.

Stanley Wilson competed in rodeos for about 22 years. Jeff followed in his footsteps.

Jeff started riding steers when he was around 8
or 9. He then rode bulls until he took a three-
year break to focus on college and his teaching
career. He put rodeo on the back burner until he
ran into a friend who was riding saddle bronc
horses.

“I watched him ride that bucking horse and |
went with him to a couple more rodeos,” Jeff
said. "And | went, ‘l want to try that.”

In 1995, Jeff started riding saddle bronc horses.
At 26, he won rookie of the year; and at 33, he
won a world class championship.

He taught during the week. Then when the bell
rang at 3:30 p.m. on Fridays, he traveled to
wherever his rodeo was that weekend.

Stanley Wilson competes on “Quicksand” in bareback bronc riding at the
Houston Rodeo in 1966. He was a bareback champ in 1978 and inducted
into the Texas Rodeo Hall of Fame in 2005. Now at 87, Wilson cheers for
his grandson Shiloh on the rodeo circuit. (Submitted by Jeff Wilson)

Finally in 2004 at the age of 35, Jeff Wilson was
ready to retire. He had fulfilled everything he
possibly could in the rodeo world. He couldn't
get any better, and it just wasn't as exciting or
fun as it used to be.

Third Place: Kathleen Ortiz, ===
Kingwood Park HS, o
Kingwood, TX

“Like Father, Like Son”

Judge’s Comment: Writing about sports
outside the "big threé” of baseball, football,
basketball can be difficult, but often times
that's where some of the best stories come
from. Ortiz's story is exactly that -- a great look
into a family's passion for rodeo. Ortiz does a
great job articulating how much the sport
means to the family. There's plenty of passioh-
in each quote and she does an excellent job
weaving through the family's past and present.
A well-written, fun read.
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https://kptimes.com/5772/features/like-father-like-son/

Category 11:
Sports Game/Event
Coverage



First Place: Thomas Melina Raab,
McCallum HS,

Austin, TX

“Riley sets personal record at state cross-
country meet”

Judge’s Comment: Thomas tells the story well of
a runner's journey back to the state cross-
country meet by taking the reader through his
past and how he improved upon previous times.
The writing is concise and clear, with the quotes
adding depth into the reporting.

At 3:15 on a cool Monday afternoon, the gun went off and the runners
scrambled to get good placement for the first mile. Riley went out very fast,
finishing his first mile at 4:50, and reaching a personal goal to run a sub 5-
minute split. As the race went on, splits got slower and people started to die out,
but he was able to push himself and keep a steady pace throughout.

He came through the finish line in
55th place, an underwhelming
number until you hear his time, a
personal best 16:14.71.

‘ ‘ I'm happy with
how I did. It was one
of my best times of
the year, and I think
I did really well. It
was a good way to
end the season.”

“I'm happy with how I did,” Riley

said. “It was one of my best times

of the year, and [ think [ did really
well. It was a good way to end the

season.”

Riley has many reasons to be
proud of his performance at this
meet, and so does his Coach.

“Riley is by far the fastest and

— junior Chris Riley strongest runner McCallum has
had in the last 15 years since I have
been coaching,” Coach Ashton
said. “He was feeling healthy and
strong heading into the race this year. He was very pleased with his race and
finish”

Riley had a great race, but it's just a milestone not a crowning achievement.
Track season starts in the spring, and from there he expects bigger and better
things when cross-country starts again in the fall of 2021.

It's more than likely that he will run again at the end of the year at this same
course, and chances are just as high that he could be one of those runners
leading the way at the front of the pack.

After all, three is the magic number.



https://macshieldonline.com/34009/sports/riley-sets-personal-record-at-state-cross-country-meet/

Second Place: Spencer Goldstein,
Pascack Valley HS,

Hillsdale, NJ

“Valley conguered by Ramapo in season

opener”

Judge’s Comment: Spencer's recap featured a
strong storyline of the changes in the team
from the previous year and why they lost the
way they did. The writing featured a good
balance between specific plays and led in well
to game and season statistics.

s L(‘,‘ -’-—-

Valley conquered by
Ramapo in season opener

Raiders come out on top in 2019 championship rematch



https://pvsmokesignal.com/valley-conquered-by-ramapo-in-season-opener/

Third Place: Abigail Carter,
Starr’s Mill HS,
Fayetteville, GA

Ever since the region realignment in 2016, Starr’s Mill and Whitewater have competed for the region
championship, with Whitewater winning the last two years. When the two teams competed earlier in the
season Starr’s Mill struggled to field the ball. Whitewater won commandingly 13-0 and 7-2.

“We just had to play our game, and it was just a new
day, just reset and start over,” junior Sydney Blair
said.

Thanks to the pitching of junior Lilli Backes, and the
hitting and base running at the top of the Lady
Panther batting order, redemption was at hand as
Starr's Mill traveled to Whitewater for the Region
2-AAAAA championship series.

‘ ‘ We just had to play
our game, and it was just a
new day...”

— junior Sydney Blair

“It’s a new day”

In the first game, Backes faced 24 batters in seven
innings, striking out 14 batters, and only giving up
two hits. The only run Whitewater scored was on a
passed ball in the third. Senior Jolie Lester went 3-for-4 with two singles, a triple, and two RBIs. Junior Julia
Cliff went 2-for-3 with two singles, and a stolen base.

Judge’s Comment: Abigail's writing in this
story was incredible, and she painted a
good picture of the action during the
game. The lede really pushed the
narrative that there was a shot at
redemption and the team fulfilled that
goal with commanding performances.

“| think the girls feed off of [Backes], and how she’s feeling and how she starts the game,’ head coach Mark
Williamson said.

The Lady Panthers started off strong in the top of the first. Flanders
led off with a double, then stole third base while junior Sydney Blair
was at bat. Lester’s single brought in Flanders, giving Starr's Mill a
quick 1-0 lead.

The top of the second saw junior Kalin Blinstrub hitting a single,
then advancing to second on a throwing error. Cliff bunted, sending
Blinstrub to 3rd. In the next at bat, junior Sarah Latham'’s hit scored
Blinstrub. The Lady Panthers took a 2-0 lead into the bottom of the
second, where Backes notched two more strikeouts.

Junior Lilli Backes delivers a pitch. In her last

three games, Backes has struck out 34

opposing batters. Just two weeks ago the . . . . .
team was toward the bottom in region In the bottom of the third Whitewater started getting a footing with

standings. They have now won seven of their  junior Dylan Bronkhorst's single. Senior Kyna Cheney’s groundout

last nine games heading into the state allowed Bronkhorst to advance to second. Bronkhorst then stole

playoffs. (Annika Pepper) third, and scored the only Whitewater run on a passed ball. The
inning ended with Starr's Mill leading 2-1.




Category 12: Profile
Writing



Dave Geeting had a way with words. When he entered a party, he'd let everyone know he had
arrived. He was convinced that his Tame Impala songs were superior to his daughters' love of Taylor
Swift and Selena Gomez. And he could write a hell of a review for The Riverfront Times in his spare
time.

Without Dave, no one knew what to say.

“When it happened to me, me and all my friends weren't even in 8th grade yet,” Allison Geeting,
junior and Dave's eldest daughter, said. “It's hard for [my friends] because they don't know what to

I

say.

“Experiencing such a hard, traumatic event in my life has definitely made me have to grow up
a lot quicker than most people especially because now we only have one parent so if my
mom’s not around | have to step up and be a co-parent in our house.”

Allison and her two younger sisters, Caroline, freshman, and Jane, 6th grader at North Kirkwood
Middle School (NKMS), lost their dad July 23, 2016. Dave committed suicide after a lifelong struggle
with chronic depression.

“We found out after a family friend trip to Lake St. Louis,”
Caroline said. "It was shocking. When you're that young you
never picture someone so close to you dying.”

Dave was born and raised in Kirkwood. He traveled from
Keysor Elementary to NKMS to KHS, where he wrote for The
Call, played on the basketball team and even had a license
plate with his nickname, “Geeter.” He then went to the
University of Missouri, where he met his future wife, Julie
Jones.

“Since he did go to Kirkwood, it's hard because | know there
are teachers who he had and classes that he took that | want
to ask him about, but obviously | can't,” Allison said. “There
[have been] a couple [of] times an older substitute teacher
who retired will come and they'll see Geeting and they'll say
‘Oh, I had some of your relatives.’ They'll say, ‘Which Geeting
Pictured left to Photo courtesy of the Geeting famity.  @re you from, who's your parent? and sometimes they don't
right: Allison, Dave and Caroline Geeting. know he passed away."

First Place: Charlotte
Kirkwood HS, o
Kirkwood, MO
“Dave and his dagghters” .
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Judge’s Comment: Emotion. Emotion made
this the strongest profile of the lot. It hurt,
it made me smile, it gave me hope. This
was what good profiling should be--an Y
experience that leaves the.reader feeling.
Thank you for the heart and matmﬁy ”\,) s
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https://www.thekirkwoodcall.com/features/2020/03/26/dave-and-his-daughters/

“I would remind all students that what gets posted online tends to
exist for a long time,” Boehringer said. “A student engaging in a
protest-speech action in a public venue is likely to be
photographed and even named, online. This could lead to
associations, positive or negative, for that student far down the
road in their future if a future college, employer, date or other
party were to search for information about them online.”

A few members of the Talonettes have expressed their support
for Rubio’s peaceful protest.

“It's her right to do it. The real people at fault are the people that
commented or direct messaged her hateful stuff on Instagram
and did downright disgusting things,” freshman Talonette Kalila
Beak said. “Prosper should be showing positivity and supporting
each other.”

As with any controversial statement, Rubio received backlash
from her peers on multiple social media platforms.

“I knew that | go to a predominantly white school with ideals are
predominantly conservative, so | knew | was going to face some
backlash,” Rubio said. “l wasn't expecting it to be as bad as it was.

who ever the

just kneeled during the
anthem is a p get the

off the field and go b
belong in

0 the hole you

In a screenshot of a student’s Snapchat story, Karolina
Rubio kneels during the National Anthem. Rubio received
backlash on Snapchat stories. “It made me very anxious
knowing that there are people that feel this strongly
against me,” Rubio said. | was terrified that they would
come and hurt me in person.”

It made me very anxious knowing that there are people that feel this strongly against me. | was terrified that they

would come and hurt me in person. It was eye-awakening and very scary.”

Despite the backlash, Rubio does not plan to stop.

Second Place: Morgan Regse,
Prosper HS, F
Prosper, TX
“Talonette takes a kneé o take a stan
National Anthem” v

Judge’s Comment: This prof[le gave a faqe t;?;;w
movement a,nd ut;ﬁudtvarlety of multlmeadu ,
enhance the story. Not onfy ﬁas Reese's profil w-’ _
thoughtful and eloquent, it showed purpo .".“'*' ’
drive that student publications, ofqn mg,
toplc is also absolutely dlfflcult t@ m

so much to your
of your writing.


https://eaglenationonline.com/22609/news/talonette-takes-a-knee-to-take-a-stand-in-national-anthem-controversy/

Clarke Central High School senior Cameron Stokes (middle) smiles with his mothefiLatrena Artist(right) and his brother CCHS freshman Jeremy Stokes (left) in front of
the New Gym on Jan. 28. Artist believes that education IS key for her children’s success. “I have Stressed (education). | finished as a nontraditional student at UGA, 5o |
had to take on student loans. So e stressed to both (my sons) how importantitis to excel agagemically. We're hoping that they get an athletic scholarship, but it
will be even greater if they could get an acadeniic scholarship, “Artist said. Pheto by Gerardo Navarro

“The church | (currently) go to is Miracle House in Bogart, Georgia. It impacted me a lot because there were a lot of male role
models that | looked up to. | didn't really have my dad, so they took me in and gave me little tips and things about what to do
and what not to do. They just led me down the right road,” Cameron said.

Seeing his mother work hard to support his family inspired Cameron to work harder on his own. He applied this inspiration
by working hard while playing his two favorite sports: basketball and baseball.

“I've always liked basketball. | think I started when | was about five or six. | started (playing) at a church called Beech Haven.
Ever since then, | just fell in love with it,” Cameron said.

s

Third Place: Andrew Rebinson,
Clarke Central HS,
Athens, GA

“Grand Slam Cam

-

o

Judge’s Comment: The beauty of this profile
is in the whole paékag’e that was created. Not
only was a picture of Cam painted eloquently,
the visual dynamics added to the strength of
the piece. | left the story witha feel-good
sense of community and the reality of the
person that is.Cam Stokes.



http://www.odysseynewsmagazine.com/2020/05/11/grand-slam-cam/

Category 13: Political
Writing



First Place: Ella West,

St. John’s School,

Houston, TX

“Congressional campaign pits Mavericks

-y ..

Fletcher, Hunt”

Judge’s Comment: This story is a great
example of original reporting about politics
more likely to affect people's lives -- on the
local level. Moreover, the story has a great
angle for student, faculty and general public
readers because it is about opposing political
candidates from the school the newspaper
covers. Good quotes, with a blend of the
serious when it comes to policies and curious
when it comes to be alums of the same
school. Great job.

‘ ‘ When you are in a
position like that, you have to
be very cautious and judicious
with what you do because
your life and other people’s
lives are on the line. That
experience is similar to what
running for office is like.”

— Wesley Hunt, ('oo0)

Hunt ('00) is a newcomer to politics who won the
Republican primary outright in March. A West Point
graduate, he spent eight years in the Army as an
Aviation Branch Officer. He touts his military experience
as preparation for seeking elected office.

“I have been engaged by the enemy, and | have had to
engage the enemy with lethal force as well,” Hunt said in
a phone interview. “When you are in a position like that,
you have to be very cautious and judicious with what
you do because your life and other people’s lives are on
the line. That experience is similar to what running for
office is like.”

Fletcher has campaigned against other 5)S alums
before. She won the 2018 Democratic primary against a
crowded field that included Alex Triantaphyllis ('02) in
the first round and Laura Moser ("95) in the runoff.

“The number of St. John's students involved in politics really speaks to the engagement of the
students and the emphasis on service that was such an important part of our time at St John's,”

Fletcher said.

Hunt agrees that having two alums running in the same district is a reflection on 5t. John's.

“It just goes to show that [St. John's] is a very special place because you have two people running for
Congress from the same high school that come from very different backgrounds. Yet here we are,
from the same high school, running for the same seat, but from different parties,” Hunt said. “St.
John's [teaches you] how to think, not what to think.”

Including Fletcher, three members of her Washington D.C. team are SJS alums: Chief of Staff Sarah
Kaplan Feinmann (‘07) and Senior Legislative Assistant Cameron Hull ("14).

“We have the 1990s, 2000s and 2010s covered,” Fletcher said. “I'm really proud of what our team has
done during my first term in office.”



https://www.sjsreview.com/15780/uncategorized/congressional-campaign-pits-mavericks-fletcher-hunt/

Second Place: George Lekowicz,
Henry W. Grady HS,

Atlanta, GA

“State politics through the eyes of
Georgia’s reporters”

Judge’s Comment: The strength of those
placing in the top three of this contest has
been original reporting. This entry delivered
with an interesting twist: revealing how local,
professional journalists dealt with Georgia's
attention-grabbing 2020 elections. It was a
good angle and was covered well, with a
variety of sources and interesting anecdotes
about covering a regular local beat amid a
swoop of national media.

When Greg Bluestein answered the phone for an interview on Dec. 3, he was speedng to Savannah.

Continuously interrupted by trucker horns and turn signals on his five-hour voyage to cover Vice President Mike Pence
stump for Republicans, Bluestein, the Atlanta Journal Constitution’s (AJC) senior political reporter, described 2020
Georgia election coverage with one word: non-stop.

“It's fast and furious, and you've got to be nimble,”
Bluestein said. “There is always something happening right

now.

During the 2020 presidential election, Georgia captured the
nation’s attention as a historically red state turned blue,
casting its 16 electoral votes for President-Elect Biden. But
for Georgia’s political press core, the presidential race was
only half the story.

Georgia is in the media’s spotlight again as the state’s two
U.S. Senate seats head to run-off elections on Jan. 5. These
Pictured Above: AJC Political Reporter Greg Bluestein files alongside two races, a special election between appointed

other journalists at a Trump Rally in Valdosta on Dec. 5, 2020. Republican Senator Kelly Loeffler and Democrat Reverend
Bluestein is one of many local journalists cast into the national

spotlight due to Georgia’s high-profile runoff elections, which will Raphael Warnock, along witha regUlarly scheduled
decide the balance of power in the Senate. (Courtesy of Elijah election between first-term Republican Senator David
Nouvelage)

Perdue and Democrat Jon Ossoff will decide the balance of
power in Washington.

The combination of these events transformed the Peach State from a political afterthought into the center of the
political universe, creating a political journalist’s perfect storm. And while Georgia’s sudden place in the political
limelight changes the state’s political landscape, it doesn’t change how local reporters do their job.

“With our team at the AJC, we are kind of doing what we always do,” Bluestein said. “We are covering hearings, we are
writing about what's happening, we are doing a daily newsletter, we are keeping the blog full of juicy developments.

It's always what we have done as reporters; it's just now a broader audience outside of Georgia is scrutinizing it
because there is so much at stake with these elections.”



https://thesoutherneronline.com/79468/news/state-politics-through-the-eyes-of-georgias-reporters/

Third Place: Ananya Kulkarni,
Conestoga HS,

Berwyn, PA

“Biden Wins Presidency”

Judge’s Comment: The real story here is
defined by the subhead: "Polarization
sweeps through 'Stoga student body." This
story does a good job of showing how
political polarization nationally plays out at
the local school. The story has good,
original reporting with solid sourcing that
gives attention to multiple voices.
Thoughtful localization of a national trend.
Well done.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pgeBFrRL2M9McJ6dcvMbeoihmJL6caYr/view

Category 14: Health,
Science & Agriculture
Writing



FROM SOCCER GLORY TO FIGHT FOR LIFE

The day before, Kate was playing soccer in front of more than 100 college coaches in South Carolina.
She scored two goals during her team'’s three games at a national showcase event from Dec. 6-8 and
flew back to Houston late Sunday night.

Kate got home around 2 a.m. on Dec.
9. That same day she went through
her regular school day, including
soccer practice until 4 p.m. That's
when she noticed her heart was
beating fast.

She wasn't concerned. She was almost
amused that it felt as though her
heart were beating out of her chest. It
became less of a novelty when it
happened a few more times soon
after.

Kate's mom Laura Tiedtke called her
pediatrician. Considering the
circumstances - three soccer games, a

Kate Tiedtke runs to win a ball during the 2019 regional Jayme witkey ~ plane flight and little sleep over the
semifinal game against Port Neches-Groves during her freshman year. weekend - the doctor said Kate was

probably just dehydrated. She
suggested Gatorade and food.

After picking up Culver's and some Gatorade, Kate mentioned how tired she was to her mom as she
headed to her room to start homework.

Kate was still working on Algebra 2 when Laura went into her room and dropped off a pile of clothes. At
that moment, Kate placed her homework down and then began to seize.

The 15-year-old was in cardiac arrest.

Kate's body went stiff. Her skin turned gray. Her eyes were half closed. She wasn’t responding to her
mom.

First Place: Kathleen @
Kingwood Park HS,
Kingwood, TX

“In a Heartbeat”

sentences that toId 50 muc
want to read more. Exce Ie
tell this story chro
by her family.:|
event with the


https://kptimes.com/5421/features/in-a-heartbeat/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OEEto01WIbIRcq8nN9InBXferWOLR7xO/view

A limited number of Austin ISD teachers and staff began their spring semester
with a COVID-19 vaccine shot in the arm. The first round of vaccine
distributions for the district’s teachers came about through a partnership
between AISD and Ascension Seton.

Dr. Jason Reichenberg, the

president of Ascension Medical
Group at Ascension Texas, told
The Shield in an exclusive
interview that after receiving both
Moderna and Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine doses from the State of
Texas, Ascension Seton first
vaccinated their frontline
caregivers, such as ICU doctors,

‘ ‘ Ascension

Seton nurses and
health-care staff
have provided health

nurses and certified nursing services in Austin
assistants. ISD schools for more
“Ascension Seton took extra steps than 2 4ye ars.”

to ensure these frontline staff had

access to the vaccine, and worked — Dr. Jason Reichenberg,
to eliminate social and economic president of Ascension Medical
barriers to ensure that our staff Group
who are most at risk could receive

the vaccine as a prioritized group,”
Reichenberg said.

Alongside the vaccination of their frontline workers, Ascension Seton began a
partnership with Austin ISD and Round Rock ISD to begin the vaccination of
teachers who qualify under phase 1B of the Texas Health and Human Services
COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan. Phase 1B includes persons over 65 and
those with underlying medical conditions.

“Ascension Seton has a longstanding partnership with Austin ISD in which
Ascension Seton nurses and health-care staff have provided health services in
Austin ISD schools for more than 24 years,” Reichenberg said.

Third Place: Alysa Splro
McCallum HS,
Austin, TX ‘
“At-risk teachers g- Ne
the arm”

Judge’s Comm he
an obvious health "m-- 0 cov
story on the first vaccinations o’_
teachers taught me a lot about h
school district handled a proc
confusing and inconsis

5 PP
o 2 ." -


https://macshieldonline.com/34815/news-2/at-risk-district-teachers-get-new-years-shot-in-the-arm/

Category 15: Climate &
Environment Writing



First Place: Julianne Berry-Stoelzle,
lowa City HS,

lowa City, IA

“The Depths of Water Pollution”

Judge’s Comment: An unflinching look at the
impact of human pollution on our watershed.
Authors found the perfect protagonist in
Professor Secchi, and their interviews with
fellow students also enlighten. Ultimately, the
solution lies at the policy level, a conclusion the
story arrives at with persuasive power.

\Q'. . "’

High levels of nutrients in the water can alter the pH levels, killing off the fish p
blooms to form.

“To be honest, I really don’t know if anything is being

done. I mean, I'm not saying that nothing is, I'm just
not made aware of it, necessarily,” Emma Nugent ‘21

said, ‘ ‘ The first step is to admit

Nugent realizes this unawareness may be a problem. that the prOblem 18 there- If you
) . .

“I mean the lack of awareness can make it worse don t thlnk that there 1sa

because then it’s no one’s doing anything. You're not problem’ you don’t think that

worrying about it, but that doesn’t mean like the d 1 o
problem itself isn't getting worse,” Nugent said. we need to solve 1t.

Both Secchi and Nugent agree that the pollution in — Secchi
Iowa’s waterways should be discussed more than it

currently is.

“The first step is to admit that the problem is there,” Secchi said. “I think the most important aspect of my work
actually is to make sure that we're all aware that there is a problem because if you don’t think that there is a problem,
you don’t think that we need to solve it.”

According to Secchi, this winter had an abnormally high amount of nutrients in Iowa’s waterways, which is worrisome
because generally, the great flow of nutrients happens in the spring. The nutrients in the water enable algae blooms to

grow.

“The problems with algae blooms is not just that they
mess up the water,” Secchi said. “They affect fish
populations, and they can generate bacteria that are
poisonous to humans and pets. So then the water really
becomes a hazard.”

Through her work, Secchi has noticed that changing
weather patterns related to climate change intensify the
issue of pollution. The warmer weather along with the
excess nutrients creates the ideal environment for algae
growth while rising sea levels increase the potential
damage of a flood.



https://www.thelittlehawk.com/54006/feature/the-depths-of-water-pollution/

Second Place: Archit Kalra,
Carmel HS,

Carmel, IN

“Climate Conundrum”

Judge’s Comment: This story deftly
explores the complicated intersection of
COVID and the climate crisis. A focus on
youth agency makes this story
dramatically relevant not only to student
readers, but to teachers, parents and
policy makers as well. This excellent read
is aided by graphics that underscore the
themes.

FEATURE o0 s i s sioas

CLIMATE CONUNDRUM

RISING STAKES

THE OFFENDERS



https://drive.google.com/file/d/17A0pr_gKm3ByA1Xy-CWYcAeDSYs65we-/view

Third Place: Emily Rutledge,
Bryant HS,

Bryant, AR

“Raging Fires Persist in Australia”

Judge’s Comment: This hard-hitting story
impresses for numerous reasons. Despite
Arkansas being so distant from Australia,

the author brings immediacy to the issue.

Interviews with experts deepen our
understanding of fire’s impacts on
animals and habitats. The author also
gets the local take, interviewing fellow
classmates, plus providing opportunities
to donate to the cause.

. %

s the southern areas of Australia continue to burn, an estimated one billion animals and their
habitats have perished.

It may be considered normal for bushfires to be seen in Australia; however, the fires present in
recent months display a far greater extent of damage as the raging fires have killed off fauna,
destroyed habitats and razed feral animals and predators, all with no end in sight. Current fires are
considered some of the worst since the 2009 “Black Saturday” fires in Victoria, Australia.

Ecologist and Charles Darwin University professor Sam Banks resides in Darwin, Australia, where he
studies Molecular Ecology and Conservation Biology. Prior to joining the university, Banks worked in
Canberra at the Australian National University and researched forest management and fire and their
impacts on Australia’s biodiversity. His research has shown the primary causes of the great number in
fauna deaths aside from the fires themselves.

“Based on previous fires, we know that a lot of animals can be killed by the fire event itself” Banks said
in an interview with Prospective. “But it is often the post-fire environment, where food is scarce and
the lack of shelter makes animals susceptible to predators, that is particularly challenging for animals
in fire-affected environments.”

Already endangered species, including the long-footed potoroo, brush-tailed rock-wallaby and
Kangaroo Island dunnart are steadily decreasing in numbers and face problems of predators and loss
of habitats.

“[They] have all, or nearly all, of their habitat within the area of these recent fires,” Banks said. “These
fires probably won't cause their extinction, but they will be more susceptible to introduced predators
like cats and foxes after the fires. High-quality habitat for the long-footed potoroo and other animals
that prefer old growth forest as their habitat will become rarer if this kind of fire event becomes more
common, which is what is predicted under climate change and what we are beginning to see.”

Specializing in Zoology, Evolutionary Biology and Physiological Ecology, California State University
researcher Anna Doty understands the significant impact on Australia’s wildlife. While all animals are
at risk, some face greater threats than others.



https://prospectiveonline.com/15895/news/raging-fires-persist-in-australia/
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First Place: Alex Melton,
Bryant HS,

Bryant, AR

“Joy on His Face”

Judge’s Comment: Alex captured a great
moment in this photo - | can feel the energy
and keep coming back to this one. It
happened in a split-second, and the
photographer was in the right place and
ready to go. A thorough caption adds to the
understanding of the image. While a tighter
crop and shallower depth of field would
have been preferred, the difficulty in
capturing this photo elevated it to first
place.




Second Place: Abigail Weihe,
Bryant HS,

Bryant, AR

“Between Metal Bars”

Judge’s Comment: Abigail's image shows an

understanding of exposure and framing with
nice use of leading lines. Seeing the
student's eyes through the mask is an
important element. Try a slower shutter
speed to blur the sparks.




Third Place: Alex Melton,
Bryant HS,

Bryant, AR

“Crowd Surfing”

Judge’s Comment: This is fantastic -
captures a great moment and | can feel
the energy. Good crop on the layout.
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First Place: Be"lllaﬂR'uss'd, _—
McCallum HS,
Austin, TX
“Gella, Yes!”

Judge’s Commen' : Great actiol
shot. Thls s so much
WOTrKing n.. )SE
perfectly, and on
volleyball act|on sh »..“‘ Ve
would bee-xtremely. nap |
picture so you shoulg ._
definite keeper. Iais&h that tl
main subject: arl Y We:e r;ng the|r
face mask‘i_' hich: ows how
sports have adapted to th ."’Brld

we are intoday.




Second Place: Caleb - Melville,
McCallum HS,
Austin, TX

“Junior Wyatt Cunnmgham *
Mustang recelver

;- v
Judge’s Com mé

time. Just.ike'the'

extremely happy with

should be too. I\gy only i issu .4, %&'

is that it is really: dark. | ten

on the darker side, but th|$\. 1a
understand the lighting con a
school stadiums mayifiet '
can always i |ncr

you are able to

brightening the|rnag . \

ds a




Third Place: Mia Paladmo
Nixa HS,

Nixa, MO ol
“Swim under water”

Judge’s Comme

took the tlm :

remote camé

different foo ok of :

The plctureﬁs-' y 8004
work against it m this casé
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into the set up, but 13 Wis
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First Place: Jennifer Xia,
Northview HS,

Johns Creek, GA
“Volleyball “Advances”

Judge’s Comment: A lot of emotion going on
here, which | really like. A definite keeper. The
photographer was in the right place at the right
time to get the entire team celebrating on the
court. The viewer can tell just by looking at this
picture what is going on and that is an important
part of our jobs--to tell the story. The
photographer also executed the photo nearly
perfectly. My only piece of advice is that | wish
the photographer was a bit to one side to clean
the image up a bit more in the background, which
may have been out of the photographer's control
due to the allowed access. Backgrounds are
always important, and we need to keep that in
mind.




Second Place: Caleb Melville,
McCallum HS,

Austin, TX

“Leaps and downs”

Judge’s Comment: Great moment and
something different. | like the fact that the
player is celebrating with the coach, which is
something we don’t always see. | think it is
great to see that the players have such a
strong relationship with their
coaches/mentors. | just wish the photo was
a bit cleaner. There is a lot going on in this
image, which | like, but some of the players
in the background are a bit too distracting.
Sometimes things go your way, sometimes
they don’t. | also wish the photo was a bit
brighter.




Second Place: Rachel Sarff,
Blue Valley Northwest HS,
Overland Park, KS
“Hands-off”

Judge’s Comment: | like this photo because
it is different, and the photographer
followed the player and came up with
something interesting, which is always part
of the goal. Here | am guessing the
photographer followed this particular
player and made a mundane photo more
interesting by staying with them through
the play. Sometimes these nuances and
differences make what could be a boring
photo become something more interesting.
Well done.




Category 19: Photo
lllustration



First Place: Sarah Getder, ™
Shawnee Mission East HS,

Overland Park, KS |
“The Faults of Standardized &

P
-é..':

n”

Judge’s Comment: Saifah's image sha
both creative 'co""""y ¢ “?#
as well as, kf Vi '
this entry ist

editorial photo |ﬂus‘ no
group. Thetheme - financial stres
to standardized testing - is '
clear, without being overly, \
use of grayscale and ‘monoc e
work well to draw

the photo. o
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® Second Place: Nora Hosic,

g8 North Kansas City HS,
North Kansas City,.KS
“The Photo Store!

is 3 creative approz 2 _
to visualize, The stude putt ought
into the layolt of the igems,: ncl udin
the use of the cords’as'a Vis jal fra

It is at once unlversal '
the artist's expefiéne



Third Place: Mitri Krishna,
Blue Valley Northwest HS, & %
Overland Park, KS :




Photo
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Category 20




First Place: Nayeli Brewster, Ria Pandey, Kyla
Ulug, Haylie Yee and Tyler Yuen,

University Preparatory Academy,

San Jose, CA

““We are very connected at heart’: Reporters
document quarantine through photos”

Judge’s Comment: The black and white treatment of the
images helped this presentation stand apart from others

with similar themes. The editing of the show was skillfully QUARANTINE IN PHOTOS: A

tight which helped take the viewer through a wide range (HOPEFULLY) ONCE IN ALIFETIME
of emotions many people experienced in the Covid-19 EXPERIENCE

pandemic - from isolated but happy family gatherings,
quiet moments of reflection and lonely landscapes. Even
though the selection of images was small, that made the
presentation more powerful. The images are technically
sound, well-exposed and sharp. There were unusual angles
and compositions. A strong group of photos.

Reporting and photos by Nayeli Brewster, Ria Pandey, Kyla Ulug, Haylie Yee and Tyler Yuen



https://upaaquila.org/features/we-are-very-connected-at-heart-reporters-document-quarantine-through-photos/

Second Place: Paulina Solorzano,

Whitney HS,

Rocklin, CA

“Preparing for ‘High School Musical’ opening
night, students rehearse during Tech Week”

Judge’s Comment: In such an unusual year, it was
comforting to see scenes from regular high school
life even if they were captured from a theater
production. The photographer did a wonderful job
of finding emotional expressions given by the
actors, interesting compositions, and beautifully-lit
stage sets. Everything is well exposed and the focus
is sharp on all images. The editing of the images is
tight and the amount of photos included in the
slideshow was just right for the subject. Well done!



https://www.whitneyupdate.com/18759/showcase/preparing-for-high-school-musical-opening-night-students-rehearse-during-tech-week/#modal-photo

Third Place: McCallum Staff,

McCallum HS,

Austin, TX

“Stay-home order creates chances to bond”

Judge’s Comment: The staff of photographers did a great
job of pulling together their experiences during Covid-19
pandemic quarantines and sharing them with the world. So
many interesting events and perspectives were captured -
from socially-distanced gatherings, closeups of empty
calendars and board games, and action-filled family
interactions. The broad range of emotions many people
experienced in 2020 were well represented. There were
just a few images that weren't quite to the technical
standards of some of the others in the presentation (some
out of focus, compositions with tilted horizons or cropping
that could have been tighter) that could have perhaps been
cut or edited more. However, this was a very enjoyable
show with many well-captured images.



https://macshieldonline.com/30623/photo-galleries/stay-home-order-creates-chances-to-bond/
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Editorial Cartoon

Informational Graphic




Category 22: Editorial
Cartoon



First Place: Malia Miguel,
Redlands East Valley HS,
Redlands, CA

“Comics: Distance Learning
Spanish Class”

Judge’s Comment: This one nearly

made me fall out of my chair laughing.

It's a great -- and accurate --
commentary on one of the biggest
drawbacks to virtual learning. | had to
call my wife over to look at this one
(she's a teacher). A brilliant
observation.

SO HOW IS SPANISH
CLASS WITH DISTANCE LEARNING?

IT REMINDS ME
OF MY CHILDHOOD.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN?

IT'S JUST LIKE PORA.



https://laplaza.press/2020/05/29/comics-distance-learning-spanish-class/

Second Place: Anna Rachwalski,
Henry W. Grady HS,

Atlanta, GA

“Trump administration seeks to
rewrite history with ‘1776
Commission”

Judge’s Comment: While most
students stuck with local topics, a
few ventured into national politics.
Of those entries, this was by far the
best. I'd be proud to run this
cartoon in any professional
newspaper. Well conceived and well
drawn.

{ll




Third Place: Erin Liebig,
lowa City HS,

lowa City, IA

“Around the World with
Covid”

Judge’s Comment: A very
clever metaphor for the covid
pandemic of this past year.
And beautifully drawn, as
well. Great work!




Category 23:
Informational Graphic



Student Politics, Visualized

By Ishan Madan and Alexandra Rozmarin

Students’ affiliations and positions on today’s
political issues, across demographics

To better understand the political distribution of UPA's student

é Aquila surveyed 172 students in October and November
2020 about their affiliations and positions on certain political
issues. Note: A Google Form survey was sent to the entire student
body through Schoology, UPA's online learnin g platform, as well
as email. Respondents were not a demographically balanced
sample of the population.

Ve

First Place: Ishan. Madan %

San Jose, CA
“Student Politigh Vlsuallzed” '

Judge’s Comment: Without a doubt,
this is some of the mostamazmg\hlgh
school work I've ever seen. These
students-have found a way to break
down the entire student population
and their political beliefs and stances -
- and done it in an interactive way. A
lot of professionals could learn from
this work ... myself included. This
would place well in professional
contests: Seriously.

U4



https://upaaquila.org/news/student-politics-visualized/
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e — Judge’s Comment: Decisiot graph
have performed this be- *“As a volunteer, | run ec-
fore, 50 | heip the kids. ucational crofts for

= i s> e ane and interesting but rare1 are done We
o No S I | u ‘e d wel
“Mhe choreogiopy & the crimal exnibist
my favodte part “8eing port of this po- ——  Yes e
I's fuiing 10 see synchio- rom olows me fo be with 41
: EemT ot only is the information interesting'
Jurior Nate Leavy fond of — and support on- 9
mal conservafion. ™ No
Senior Emme Bogefich
Teaching assistont
et ! fO”OW but the plece is punctuate
10 blology teccher "
Most of the fme. “{My roop| helped out .
| cleon disiection equip- Camp counselor af Ronald Wifh commurity cleanup LA
ment of set up lobs in her Movie teviews:, Wrecthe McDonald Summer Camp once a year. A community
100m. I's G very hondson Socromento 1 wos in charge of the bings s kurge items that ' .
science classoom. “Breathe  Socramento salety of about eight 11-1o they con't thiow away.
“Becouse | tonstened rosearches and heps to 12yearoki g, heliping ke fumifure or sleckonics.
lost year, | leamed biology = prevent cigaretie use in them with camp octivk and eventudly, we would - {
#om her as @ sophomoare, movies. | wolch movies ties ond maiing sure they ‘uniood it info large dump-
which is earier than mast 1was with E
So. | woukd say times a cigorette & shown, them 24 houn & day. n
I'm Close 1o her. ond 03 & Then | gve It to @ coordk “My_favorte memory we woukd fake pecple's
TA. | have special priviieg- NW“@W wos when ol the counsed. Chvistmas trees every Jon-
such as going info her who pasts i on fheir web- o ployed hide-ond-seek vary, loed them in @ pick-
when she's not te. with the kics. | hig under o up fruck ond shred them.*
there.” “IF's fun 1o walch movies cabin, which was dsqust- - Senicr Gameft Shonkwier
- Jurior Hona Lee wilh your ends and get ing ond 2
community service hours
ot the some fime."
- Sophomare Honnah
assistant, Korean 'S
School of Sacramento Pe—
1 grade homework and
tests, onswer the micdie
and high schoot students” Tutor, Bapfist Church Musicion. Arcade Church
ond fransiate “f futor @ middle school "Dlwlfmbul!w\em-
everyhing n fexdtbook student in math and so- o chuch or
from Koreon fo Engih o ence. He's a refugee who ol g
Engith to Korean, | ko come from S Lonko sx every  Weonesdoy,
slan cultural activites, lke years ago. [ not only feach ond we get o new set of
fashion shows and games. him ocodemics, but ako avery
more exposure 10 more
other volunfoers becouse | “it's rewording 10 see chollenging music with six
get 1o be ¢ part of a e Him do wel, succeed ond sharps o five flohi. which
Cutual commurity in Sac- find things he's passionale: | don't generally have fo
tomento.” about.” play (othenwise)*

- Senice Yumi Moon - Senior Anu Krishnan - Junicr Eijoh Azor
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Design



THE TIGER PRINT

blue valley high school | vol. s1 | issue 1 | september 2020 | bvtigernews.com | overland park, kansas

Blue Valley students speak out against maltreatment.
Read on to page « for the full story.

Blue Valley HS, 47
Overland Park, KS$i o
“Prejudice is Personal”

Judge’s Comment: This is.a beautiful,
clean de5|gn that makes an impact. |
appreuate that the background
graphics-are mutéd ‘the headline ani
the main graphic are clear, and the
teasers have their place. There weww
several entries with illustrations on 7
the front, but many left me wond nf‘- 4
what it was about. Thls.or@"‘ vell
executew not busy. The &sm(, Py
let the image set the tone. Greit
work. fﬁ. .

-



LOOK INSIDE:
12 arssci
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Second Place: Grace Hu,
Ladue Horton Watkins.HS,
St. Louis, MO

“The Music Issue” |

(’\

-

Judge’s Comment: | love the feeling |
get with this design. It's the music
issue, and the graphics feel funky, like
an album cover. Great mix of photos
and graphics, and the use of the
grayscale photos is a nice touch.




196 words on our future

based on responses from the Senior (lass

Be a symphony musician &3 See a show
on Broadway ®J Learn how to fly a plane 3%
Skydive ¥ Pet a goose & Run a half marathon
in Disney X,Bungee jump. Learn how to cook
well @\ Go cow tipping & Throw a drink in
someone’s face Y Learn to drive a stick shift é&
Get a tattoo. Learn how to make good macarons
2 Drink hot chocolate at a cafe in Paris @

11 Zip line in Costa Rica 2T & Adopt a dog
€9 Track my family’s cemetery in Europe. Buy a
penguin Go on a summer float trip with the
boys g« Fly in a wingsuit. Witness a Bengals
Superbow! appearance @ Ride a motorcycle éw
Learn to sail & Have sex in a car. Travel to all
50 states. Honeymoon in Greece &£ See the
Northern Lights Il Swim in the Maldives < Go
to a Beyonce concert =% Travel to South Africa.
Attend Coachella. Swim with sharks “® Vacation
in Fiji. Learn how to cartwheel “¥Revamp a van
into a room. Get acrylic nails 2/ Get my dual
citizenship = Own a thrift store. Have a career |
love W'¥ Go backpacking in Nepal o &

Third Place:
Marquette HS
Chesterfieldy MO

“Senior/Magazine”

-

o -
Judge s Comment: The use of
color and the composition set ﬁm
page apart. Looking at the des
makes me remember what it“!li‘(e
to be a senior and feel that:
freedom. Excellent use Gfa'

.u

andgraphlcs togethen i"’ PR,

].
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Design



First Place: Kathleen Zhang,

Troy HS,

Fullerton, CA

“ASBS Elections: Virtual Editions”

Judge’s Comment: | keep going back to this
page because the elements are so
interesting. The colors and the mix of
graphics and photos, along with the clear
headline and flow, really set this page apart.
You can tell some thought went in to the
layout. Nice job!

MAY 200 TROY HIGH SCHOOL oL 35, 85UE 1

ORACLE

2200 . DOROTHY LANE, FULLERTON, CA 92531

JLECTIONS; Viztual

mwuhmmmmwz«m school yeer 10
accommodate W the quarantine regulation erforced throughout the nation.

:n Zhang, acws EBITOR, article by Kaclyn Kwoo, STAF WaiTEi graphucs by Cassidy Chang snd Phocbe U, GRArG LaxToRs

T e -

Adapting to the theough  an
limitations  posed  emailed Google

quarantine, Forms link
Associsted Student  With  aims
Body (ASB) helds W exemplify
virual election for  their leadership
the 2020-21 school  skills,  candi-
year Apeil 17, dates produced
During campaign  digital ~ posters
week April 13-16, that  detailed
candidetes utilized  their names and
various social me-  slogans, and up-
dia platforms toad-  loaded  videos
vertise their initia- that  explained

tons, approved candadates tween the campargners and
bung up posters around voters Candidates were
campus and conversed with unsble to fully express
other students inperson their spint, Wong said
Coordinated to clanfy  “There is always  virtusl

specific segments of their aspect (w0 elections], but you
campaign. candidates held lose the interpersonal aspect
brief live streams 0 promote  of elections,” Wong said
themseives and acknowledge  “Every candudate showed a
any of the Warrior”questions, ot of what they had 1o of-
2020-21 Sophomore fer. but usually {therr méent]
President Ahsha Jones said. s expressed even more

Alot of candidates would  Regardless of the circum-
[have students ask] them stances, the elected students
questions sbout their cam- wim to provide the Wamior
paign.” Jones said. “[Can- papulation with an exciting
didstes also] used polls year of activities, Wong said
and had students write  “{Virual elections] are not
down what they wanied, going w really affect activi-
[which] was engaging™ ties for next year, unless this

According to  2020-21 quarantine continues,” Wong
ASB  President  Alyssa said “I believe that the peo-
Wong, communication was ~phe who were elected are still
more difficult because in- extremely qualified and pas-
teraction was limited be- sioaate about the school

tive for the virtual their plans. In
clection. In an of- contrast 10 o0
fort 10 display their campus  elec-
communication bons,  students
skills, candidates had the oppor-
posted promotional  tumity 10 regis-
music videos and fer as a candi-
st direct mes-  date through an
sages 1o the student  application  via
body. Students sub-  email  During
mittod their votes previous  elec-

rocus Pages67 | OPINION n—; 2]

. ENTERTAINMENT

You've scen Ansmal Crossing Mot our semon and bhelp P Get oo e om College Bowed'

New Honzos take over the colcheate thew  contnbu- ‘6foﬂr firm docoson © bost s-.—s SAT
-~ workl by storm! Read sbout the tiomss 0 the Wamnor publica- Vv Apuiude Test exammnatons from
2 highly cnjoyable gane and the (g &) | ton wnd the geat things they e cmbet of yor oy o

wil accomplsh m college schonds do oot repen e ll.
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Second Place: Cali Peterson,
Munster HS,

Munster, IN

“More than a movement”

Judge’s Comment: This is a really powerful
front page. | read every name to see that
they weren't repeated, there's just enough
text to grab attention, and each element
works together to invoke a feeling. There
are a lot of elements, but they all come
together for a cohesive package.

en
The months from May until now have left a defining mark
for equity across all races has been a song already sung for

ontinue beyond out
reflect on the ever
b offic hat are illustrated be

decide whether there must also be a 4




Third Place: Louisa Stuhec,
Washtenaw International HS,
Ypsilanti, Ml

“Volume 3, No. 1”

Judge’s Comment: There's a nice hierarchy
to this page. The colorful main photo
captures the reader and the teasers are
consistent and interesting. This is a great
example of how you don't need a lot of
color to have a nice design.

NEW TEACHER!
WEL (‘O\ll'l'l\lll’ll ALLY

TO WIMA

(OM\II \ll\

SRIFFIN, HAMILTON,
A L NOWAKOWSKL,
SONG

PAGE 11 | TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

LET'S MAKE A DIFFERENCE, | REMEMBERING

TECHNOLOGY | ONE LETYER AT A TIME RBG BY THE

MAKING LIFE MANY

EASIER AMID | PAGES  AKISSLESURE QUALITIES

VIRTUAL THAT SHE

LEARNING EMBODIED
PAGE o

PAGEY OPINIONS.

AKISALEINURE

'The WIHI Opal

THE OFFICIAL STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF WASHTENAW IN

ERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL, EST. 2018

Vol. 111, No. |

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020

105 N Mansficld St, Ypsilant:, M1 48197

Fall Rewind:
Wildfires in
the West

By JOSHUA LIANG "22

Fires can destroy things. This
i & simple yot very frightening
fact, especially whes comidering
the rate a1t which wildfites
relentiesssly rnaged thoughou
the American West between
August and November of this
year In many major Wesiern
citwes, the flames overnaned the
wmr guality Not only that they
also mcincrased land and oposed
the gates for landslides By
September, three-million
Calforna estates were scorchod
from this yese's flames alone

Kaown 25 the grestes fire
ever racked, the August Co
Fire was a series of 37 total fares,
only 4% of which were in
control during ity activity
Ingisted this year by several
sauchdowns of lightning, the fire
scroased 10 the appeovimate size
of Los Angeles with aver 755 600
estates ruined

Another destructive fire was
the Bobeat Fire, having bum
99,428 estates and only 15% of
the fwe within control 14 days
after ot first began Due o windy
weather conditions, the 1600
firefighters also caly had & tight
time frame to extinguish all the
flames  The Mount Wilsan
Observatory, 8 site with wnigue
history dating back 100 years, was
slso = danger of this fwe. The
firefighters had 0 work hasd 10

Cantimeed on Page &,
Natiowal News

PHOTO COURTESY OF KIERSTEN SIORGEN
Kuersten Sporgen 21 dribbies the ball m 2 Chelsea fiekd bockey match

Student Leaders Discuss

The Changes Experienced
Within Extracurriculars

The Best and the Worst of the Pandemic

By OWEN MCALISTER-LOPEZ '21

The COVID-19 pandemic has
without & doubt, wprooted
countless aspects of our ives that
we were ance so familar with
Vacations, gatherings, school
loss . all of us have fel the
disruption and we will all likely
have our own ssones 10 tell about

owr experiences ten yoars from

now

For me, 3 pastposed SAT and
3 mew vistualcollege-visitseality
were among the changes 1o my
life, but | know | am not slose
There is a whole group of students
nation-wide who are forced 1o
sccept these changes as well
many of which have gone through
much more harowing encountens
with the virus

Now that we've gosien further
mie the 20002021 schoal yeur
however, almost all of us have
found ourselves with an eves
greater uregulanty to cut bives o
uncuvet some of the mere specific
detsils of the WIHI ssudent body's
contact with COVID-19, |
mvestigated one of the most
mflacntial ehements of our duly
lives as WIHI students: our
extracurmiculan

When thinking of
extracurriculars, school clubs
come to mnd fiest AL first glance
the caly real change — which is

disruptive cnough in and of itelf
is the fact that clubs can no

longer meet i person, Instesd, all
meetings have occurred theough
Zoom, which has had vanous
effects on different clubs
thwoughout the school For some
it has bod 10 grester problems
withn the cleh

In the monumental Spirit
Commtioe. # has prevenied much
of the previowus Bveliness i the
mectings that the club was cace
famous for A stadent leader i the
club, Camils Quantero Duz 21

that Spint, “is really hased
on making comnections () and
collaborating with others. It's
wally hard w have those special
moments of getting 10 know
someone or hearing their idess
when it's over the soreen ™ She
ook o farther by adding that there
is wsually a lack of members who
e e cameras om in metings
We don't see how people are
reacting 10 our comments., i’ hke
guessing if the stadent s happy
with the idea or upset

Similar experiences were

roported by WIHI's Student
Govenment (StuGo), which i
uswally responsible for planning
many of the famoa schoed

Continwed on Page 3

School News
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Design




Senior Kobe
Jones pursues
careerin
music with
over 11,000
Spotify
listeners

|ouvu MU

o
é€ .

KOBE JONES

First Place: SOIOhIa L’l"' o

St. Louis, MO 4
“Rap the route”’ ™

Judge’s Comment: Sophia has created a
feature layout that immediately demands
viewers' attention. The harmonious two-
color scheme is bold and thoughtfully
balanced. Multlple'dlg|ta| design skills are
deployed, creating layers, color appllcatt&'ls,
color translucence, and image and line ro
elements. The triple linéd, gold color
diagonal element behind the subjgpfq‘» hqadl
guides viewers' eyes frem the tlt.lqﬁw

30 to the body text on thefoﬁww

The prm@tof repetltlon is appéahbﬁly;
shown in both the use of outline ahdrdrcle /




Antier 2020
coledraces
D comr to
3 redesigrec
Norwr Cam-
pus

&mm
1000-2020

Tha yearbooks of this era had color
cowers and 2 faw color photes

bt ware mostly black-and whis
Newigagers were entrely bacs-
and-whie

CONFLUENCE

Wiah coromsina deung schaols
arcunt the wertd, the Talcn saft
Droduces & newipager (e Ot e)

for tha first time, from ther bomes,

wih Gt ever meeting # perice

7R ‘C -k
Or st

| Mo

Website, social media,

N

| TALON

MAY 26, 2020

00 years

ut@m journalism
Part 4 of 4: Into the 21st Century

“TARON

Third Campus Open: ===l

stag’s head logo and a string binding

el Cmmpace se (oot akerreus

This era saw many
school and student publcations

(Left) Photos in 360-deg:
were posted on Facebook afte
the 2017 explosion Rr«)Tm

00
Instagram in 2015 pud.uu ng in
2016. In 2018, Emma Melk ‘s-\
st 2 Swones podcast was |udged
the top U.S. student podcast

hodcasts take off

= NTALON STALON oo

Chama o0 4 s St § arontsest

Tylor™

vy @ &

Second Place: AnmkaJ
Minnehaha Acade
Minneapolis, MN=
“100 Years of Student Journalis
Part 4 of 4”

Judge’s Comment: Annika has carefully and
creatively placed"an extraordinary amount of
information for TALON readers to
appreciate. Typography style and color was
effectively used to define the different
informational spaces. Viewers get a sense of
change and see the contrast of styles in the
school's publications through the years. For
additional interest, a timeline is inserted
indicating when color was introduced to the
publication. |

'




Third Place: Mia Rice,
Blue Valley HS, ot
Overland Park, KS ‘
“2020ne Hopeful®

%

Judge’s Comment: Mia has boldly utilized a
oymnast finds photograph of the subject performing. It is
herselfon effective in attraeting readers' attention.

the road Digital layout skills are applied by creatively
s tothe layering in the main title and subheading
’ along the contour of the subject's body. On
page 19, the outline of a gymnast
performing the different stages of a
cartwheel is theme related, fills space, and
guides readers' attention to the body text.
Lastly, an.additional theme related image is
placed at the bottom of page 19 to balance
out text elements and negative space.

-
-
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First Place: Domenic DISORDER ON THE COURT
Fen Ogl iO, rz:*:::':?::'::.wwe with friends in community basketball league
Ladue Horton Watkins HS,
St. Louis, MO

“Disorder on the court”

Judge’s Comment: Very well
done on all levels (design,
photography, illustration,
typography, writing), plus an
unusual subject.

eam Superiatives

Eyob Tewelden. f "

T

” | (;C;.,M Best Teamma -
Congratulations! BestHandles &5} - TR

@ v d y "'9"'""'" hawing furt ifs

s mbgmop.y .

vy jEL\ Lo:tman

Best 3-point shooter



Second Place: Zoey Guo,
lowa City West HS,

lowa City, IA

“New Name Same Game”

Judge’s Comment: Exciting
layout and strong type choices.
Good writing but two bad
hyphenations.

lowing decades of state
championships for girls sports
teams under the Women of Troy
nickname, all West High sports
teams will now share the same name
regardless of gender: the Trojans.

BY CAROLINE CHANDLER
PHOTOS BY OWEN AANESTAD & ALYSSA SKALA
'DESIGN BY ZOEY GUO

e ®
e ®
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28|35

engraved in the culture of sports, and West

@
@
®

school would have at least sent out a poll or so-
thi he hange”

Exhllnnn'ns wins and devastating losses are

High is no stranger o these experiences.
For years, Trojan athletes have dominated in
numerous spheres of athletics with girls sports
teams competing under the nickname Women
of Troy and the boys as Trojans. Going forward,
they will ll compete under a common name. In
an email from Athletic Director Craig Huegel
Oct. 17, the media was informed that West High
would be retiring the Women of Troy nickname.
All teams will now be referred to as the lowa
City West Trojans.

Since the founding of West in 1968, sports
teams have been referred to as the Trojans, with
the Women of Troy nickname coming along la-
ter. In recent meetings with the coaching staff,
the name change had been brought up. The first
reason was to avoid gender stercotypes regard-
less of the sport,

‘Phocbe Burt 21 sces the name switch as a sym-
bol of change.

“The name change to me is just a sign that ti-
‘mes are moving forward Burt said. “T'm excited
to see the new name and my fellow female ath-
letes wearing it with pride and kicking butt in
their sports seasons.”

Burt participates in football and track and
field. Prior to the change, she played under the
name Trojans during the fall sports season and
Women of Troy throughout the spring sports
season, Although Burt recognizes the reason for
the change, she wishes athletes were able to have
a voice in the decision.

“I have always liked the Women of Troy name,
50 I'm sad to see it go away, but I understand
why they are doing it Burt said. “I do wish the

“I'M EXCITED TO
SEE THE NEW
NAME AND MY
FELLOW FEMALE
ATHLETES
WEARING IT
WITH PRIDE AND
KICKING BUTT
IN THEIR SPORTS
SEASONS."
-PHOEBE BURT .

Although athletes will no longer compete un-
der the Women of Troy nickname, Burt believes
its emotional aspect wonlt fade away:

“The Women of Troy nickname always brings
me back to track season and the memaries from
past seasons” Burt said. *That always makes me
smile”

While sophomore Hana Abau Alsiwa doessit
participate in athletics at West, she is an avid
fan of the girls volleyball team. For Abou Alai-
wa, the Women of Troy nickname has a special
meaning.

“It seemed very powerful and courageous, and
it fit the girls who played sports very wel.” Abou
Alaiwa said. “The name change lost that special
meaning it had™

Emma Ingersoll-Weng '22 sces the Women
of Troy nickname as a symbol of her basketball
teams persistent mentality.

“To me, the name means keep fighting and
dorit give up no matter what people say.” Inger-
soll-Weng said. “It' not over until the [game]
clock hits zero”

However, Ingersoll-Weng is excited for the
upcoming season, regardless of what name she's

“I think most of my teammates and I did't
know about the name change; we were main-
Iy just excited about having a season this year.”
she said. “We are all fine with the name change;
1 always thought it was a bit 0dd calling us the
Women of Troy instead of just the Trojans like
the boys team.”

For Kathy Bresnahan, a former teacher and the
Women of Troy volleyball coach from 1987 to
1999 and again from 2005 to 2013, the Women
of Troy nickname holds many special memories.
One sentimental coaching memory came from
the 2011 volleyball scason, when the team was
still mourning the loss of Caroline Found, their
star setter.

“That was  life-changing journey for our team.
Itill el a tremendous sense of loss and sadness
over Carolines death” Bresnahan said. °I had
admiration for [the teams] strength and deter-
mination"

‘The team’s perseverance throughout the emo-
tional 2011 scason made Bresnahan proud to
coach under the Women of Troy nickname.

“I always felt pride to be associated with West
High. It is a school that represents inclusion,
greatness and tremendous athletic, academic
and musical programs. she said. *[It is] truly
one of the finest schools in the nation.”

Amidst efforts to become more inclusive, the
shift from the Women of Troy nickname to the
“Trojans has been in the works for several years.

*This has been something that has been in the
planning stages since I've arrived here.” Huegel
said. "We wanted to make sure that media out-

"I'THINK ANYONE
WHO GETS
INVOLVED WITH
ATHLETICS GETS
INVOLVED FOR
THE MEMORIES,
THE VALUES AND
THE SUCCESS
THAT THEY GET
TO EXPERIENCE."
-CRAIG HUEGEL,
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

lets and our state organizations referred to us as
the Trojans.”

With the name change being a topic of discus-
sion in coaching staff meetings, there wasn't a
specific timeline to the change.

“Its something we've mentioned in meetings
before, but 1 didrit necessarily give thema direct
timeline of what that was going to happen. I felt
like with the start of a new athletic and acade-
mic school year, this was probably the time to
do it Huegel said. “We decided in an external
sense that we would retire the Women of Troy
[nickname]. Wefre. the Trojans, whether thats
our girls basketball team for the)] football team™

Although the nickname shift has surprised a
few, Huegel notes the change has been well-re-
ceived by many.

“I think there was maybe some shock amongst
some members of our coaching staff. 1 think
with everything clse going on this year, when
you put this into the grand scheme of this, its
not carth-shattering,” Huegel said. "I just want
our athletes to be known as Trojans for the great
things that they do”

Since the Women of Troy nickname represents
fond memories for some athletes, Hucgel hopes
that former and current Trojans focus more on
their experiences rather than the name they
played under.

“Tve had, in just my five years here, some really
amazing opportunities. But those are things that
1 hope they remember, maybe not so much that
we were called the Women of Troy.” Hucgel said.
“Ithink anyone who gets involved with athletics
gets involved for the memories, the values and
the success that they get to experience””




Third Place: Aniket Biswal,

Carmel HS,
Carmel, IN
“Go Figure (Skate)”

Judge’s Comment: Nice
design, photos and topic, but
color choice could have been
better for stronger header

and muscle name readability.

O FIGURE (SKATE)

Q&A with junior Cla

Qu regarding her passion to ice skate during pa

ANIKET BISWAL, NATHAN HUANG GRAPHIC

This QEA was arigimally published

How long do you train

skating
impacted your daily life?

LONG GLIDER: juni

you
compete in and how do they work?

1 compete in the Indiana State Championship,

SCIENCE OF SKATING
Check out the variety of muscles used n figure skating

Semitendinonus

intenyis
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Page Design



asting 4 vote is nct equivalent 1o marrige.

You're not looking for a longerm partner,

where you can afford 1o have the highest
stndards when reviewing their basic belief,
their accomplishments and even their hair. Tn
our political sysiem, you must choose only your
bigeest, besghtest priarities aad vote accordingly.
This year, unlike any other year in histor, there
should only be one priority: keeping the American
people alive. The only candidate that wil
‘accomplish that is former Vice President Joseph
Biden, )1

First and foremost, the easy “why:" With the
United States approaching 7 million cases and
200,000 desths from COVID-19, we need » feader
who has & clear cut plan on how 10 guell the
virus as s00n as possible, just like many other
nations in the world were able to do months ago.
For example, New Zealand was under national
Tockdown of various levels for only 103 days.
The country has a running total of asound 1,400
cases. Tn stark contrast, the USS. has been dealing
with COVIDI9 for 193 days, with e 10 no
strict lockdonns, and we have 685 million cases.
However, instead of comparing oursches o well-
led countres like New Zeahnd, we shoul settle
for a lesder who has # plan s all.

Biden's website has 2 detailed description of how
he sims 10 take down the virus. These policies

CALL ED:
JOE

KNOWS

include widerpread and regular g, puaraniced
for every returning employee; distribution and
increased prioritization for Personal Protective
Equipment, especially in resource poor aceas; and

“THIS YEAR, THERE
SHOULD ONLY BE ONE
PRIORITY: KEEPING THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE ALIVE."

extensive sid 10 workers and small busineses
Within each of the five sections of Biden's plas,
he also includes the ways in which our current
president has faled. One of those inclodes how
Tramp has pushed foc a fast economic reopening.
‘even whilk people are sl dying by the thoussnds
cvery day. On Apri 16, six days afer the stae of
New York surpussed mose cases than any other
country in the world, and only one month after
entire communities began shuming down i
March, he unvesled a plan where sate offcials were
‘completely lefi 10 their own devices. He staed that
3 national lockdawn woeld “iaflct wide anging,
harm” on ctizens’ heslth.

But what sbout the cconomy? His suppocters

subjects — never hesitate 10 bring up the financial

With the global COVID-19 pandemic
looming above the November election,
the candidates’ solutions to quell the
virus seem to be the most important
factor for voters. Of TKC staff, 86%
(56/65) would vote for former Vice
President Joseph Biden for president.

Story by: TKC Stare
Art by: AUDREY BLAINE, art editor

20 e ximoodcan

side of things, where they see Trump ‘putting
American jobs first” by throwing up the open sign.
We have 1o teopen the economy, rght? Wiong,
for two reasons. Firs, no economy can function
i the people participaing are dead — this is how
“Tramp's plan is going. Second, Tramp's economy

s 0ot our economy ~ even welloff Kirkwood
suburbia isn' o the same plane as Tramp's 1%
world. When he talks about the economy, he
means the CEOs siting in his ap. e docsn't
mean the citizens of Kirkwood, or St. Louis or
even Missouri, The anly world he knows is his
woeld.

Biden secs this differenty, While Tromp has
watched America b from abov, Biden plan 1o
psh money, resources and aid everywhere on fire
Biden wants 10 reopen schools. He wants 10 open

e B e ot i 1 o st
the iresare out

“This is supposed 10 be & peoBiden piece — not 4
tangential rant on our president. However, that's
exactly what makes Biden the obvious choice:
He is ot Donald Tramp. The President has had
four yeans 1o prove himself, and seven months
10 prevent his people from dying. He has done
neither, and now we have a goto guide on what
ot o do when... This is why TKC firmly endorses
Joseph Biden Jr. for President of the United States
this November. Fie

the republic’s citizens actively participate

in their government. The most vital way
American citizens do this is through voting for
a presidential candidate every four years, selecting

Awpfsauuve democracy only works when

olnerving
who will lead our mation W exceptional heights
providing the oppoetunity o succeed for all that
wish 10 acquire success. This man is, of course,
the incumbent president of the United Statex
President Donald ). Tremps.

To put it phinly, Presdent Trump has been
phenomenal for the economy. Since his election
in late 2016, the United States cconomy has gained
nearly 7 million jobs mationwide. He created
‘more job in 2019 alane than was peedicted by
the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) for all
of his fist thiee years. Along with job growth,

“AVERAGE WORKER
EARNINGS INCREASED
3.4% IN JUST ONE YEAR OF
TRUMP'S PRESIDENCY."

Volume 103 Issue 3

October 2020

e CALLED:

~—— OPPORTUNITY
TRUMPS
DEPENDENCY

of the Obama Administration.
With average worker earnings
incressing 3.4% in just one year
of Tramp's presidency, he is the
Due to the content discussed in

gy ;::‘b Sewri this issue, TKC has decided to

i v S S o inc/qde the dissenting spaff opinion
was in sccondance with all HHS O give all students a voice.

1o economic succest.

When COVID-19 entered the US.,
Presidens Trump enacted 2 travel
resriction to China and parts of
Europe. Joe Biden criticized him,
allu‘lh?rmkm'hma Iy

his actions.
Towere, Tt and Toman

only option to drive our country
recommendations.

I terms of COVIDA9 response, Biden seems
to forget medical woek s extremely expensive,
leaving bis plan lrgely ineflective. His entise
malqy 1 fight COVIDI9 s based around the
iod vaccination of patients,
0 o . He will do i by amending several
national policies, prisarly the Public
Health Service Act and Social Security.
Healtheare providers will have 1o cover
the cost of COVID-9, subridized by
the national government. But where
does that money come from? The
pockess of hardworking Americans
— higher tases. Biden wishes 10 tax
the American people. more, hurting
every citizen, even thowe who haven't
conracted the virus. While President
“Tromp's COVID® plan peioritizes the
safety of the vulaeable and allowing
the eonomy 10 function, Biden's
would force people 10 pay for
another's melical bill, something
nox in line with the capitalist
values that our country succoeds
upon.

Most  importantly, President
Trump and his administsation
stand for the idea of opportunity

in America Tle wiher for
Amesican citizens 10 succeed on
their own accord, to make progrs
i the world under thest own power.
As presiden, he approved the First
Step Act in 2018, This law provides
criminals that display good behavior in

Story by: TKC STAFF

petson 1o be rewarded wih thortened sentences,
allowing them 10 retura 10 society. However,
Biden, similar 1o the majority of Democratic
politicians, preaches the idea of dependency on
his party members.

“PRESIDENT TRUMP AND HIS

ADMINISTRATION STAND FOR

THE IDEA OF OPPORTUNITY
INAMERICA."

Biden believes the government should be
Largely responsible for the success of Americans,
something shown through s policies tha require
trllons of natiomal spending for new programs.
Based on the morals set in sone by our founding
fathers, the American dream is 10 prosper through

lowering thcir motivation 10 advance in socicry

We have two options come Novembes. The storg
businessman who has proven he can support the
Amerscan people and economs, President Donald
1 Trump, o & man who seems 1o have bost his touch
with reality and the Amesican people, Joe Biden
Buden has shown be s anit for this rexporniebty.
It is imperative 1o allow President Trummp 1o
continue creating » legacy of opportunity and
success with four more yearsinoffice. The minority
fiction of TRC proudly and srongly endorses
the Presidens Incumbent, Doaakd J. Trump. 1€

Art by: MERRY SCHLARMAN, art editor 21

First Place: TKi
Kirkwood HS
Kirkwood,

-
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tell the story, ever ;
organized and rea.d
they are back to




Academic culture is based on individual excellence, which kills the core values of edu-
cation.

uantifying

students

with
benchmarks such

s class rank and

GPA Is the ultimate

downfall of our

education system.
This approach re-
duces a student’s value
1o 2 number and compares them to their peers,
which inevitably puts students in a vicious
cycle of degrading themsclves. This inhibits
them from pursuing their passioas.

Intense pressure to get good grades and
have the highest class rank s detrimental 1o a
student’s education. These goals discourage
genuine interest in curriculum and instead
promotes a disingenuous motive to memorize
content to get ahead on the ranking scale

GPA is an arbitrary system that supposedly
calculates a student's academic worth but has
little to do with the student’s actual measure
of knowledge and intelligence. Ultimately, GPA
is only s measure of how competent 3 student
Is at navigating and beating the system.

It also compromises the
content of teachings given 1o
students and is some- 2
times so strong that it SA]_U":DRM
kills the core academic 1600 SAT

According to the Edu-
cational Testing Service
and Ad Council Cam-
paign to Discourage

during the past 50 years

“73% of all test takers, including prospective
graduate students and teachers, agree that most
students do cheat at some point. 86% of high
school students agreed (as well).”

Instead of being educated students are being
trained. Students should not study out of fear
of 2 bad grade or a low GPA, but out of passion
and carnesty, The current focus on grades makes

the way high schools caleulate class rank and
GPA, but there is an inherent flaw with how
students are ranked. Schools apply differ-
cnt weights 1o classes of varying difficulty
perception, but this is subjective

Why rank students whea only the 1op
students benefit and the majority of other
students are disadvantaged?

Teachers should teach students how to learn
and study effectively, think critically and how
to innovate, not how to memorize information

and pass tests.

students scared of failing, when failing is the only These problems are central to the educa-

way to truly learn.

Teachers should teach students how to learn
and study effectively. think critically and how to
innovate, not how to memorize information and
pass tests.

tion system, making them difficult to change.
We, a5 students, need strong leadership
from educators that are willing to challenge
this antiquated view. This calls for 2 shift in
mindset about what learning and teaching

College and university admission officers means, but it's necessary for the sake of
e the dif in student future ions and students’ well being.
at different high schools and the differences in In addition to this, dolng away with
the ranking system

altogether may allow

2.9

L 4. 41 students to have the
3}9 1050 SAT ml_#yw freedom and relief of
2380 CAPTAIN

‘AP CLASSES Pﬁmm interested in which will

GEASS  11ging classes they are

enhance the student's
Iearning abilitics as
well as their happiness.
Above all, an
emphasis on passion
foe learning and
celebrating differences
in learning styles in
contrast (o being pun-
ished based on one’s

Aoave: MO GOOD ENOLIGH: A Gartion of e SRS weh hee (7300 DX SAMAGE 0 01V SC00FTC ACHEVTETS ATV ROV et 7 & e FEkey SIS BTugh GPA & detvmertl T Sty et
s, et exteur. A o P 30N CETRR <f Wartrgn Mamater L Sams

12 | odysseyrewsimagazne net

Viewpaints

Second Place: Ma
Clarke Central HS,
Athens, GA
“Boiling P

0
Judge ‘u-
perfect mix 0 gr

graphics tell a ‘story as wei
very useful purpose. The pl



6 Opinion - Seplember 22, 2020

The Oclagon

“Together, Yet Apart” by Bryrne Barmard-Bahn

EDITORIAL: Follow social distancing guidelines,

h the schoal year staring
crine, many students and
parents cre wondering when
grades 612 wil be cbie fo e
fum 1o campus.

A waiver fled by the schacl, which was
appecved, wil now clow grades K-S fo
atfend schodl i pensca.

e pre kndergaren started schodl on

ricwdy now, as they dd when the lock-
cown fest stortedt
Part of fhe problem s that wearing o

it's the only way fo get out of this pandemic

prognancy and mare.

We needed guarantine

Being stuck at home foe six months
can drive you crasy. Persanally,  re-
Sl likod sty home. You might
think 'm insane to say we needed

quacantine.

h-nnlmm.mg(m.r
uuuh-mrphmo.

course, binging. 'mm

Last Alsbender” in less than 2 week

now is to before
COVID-15. Ive realized how much
£ miss being In an actual classroom,

Z3.3% of coses occured n mose ages 18-
Zana

part of the evergrowing polfical dvide
in ow courty. As busneses opened
up and fumed cway customers wihaut
masks. mary cntimask cratests were or.
ganged.

Our presdent, Donald fump, b

campus on Sept. 1 and the lower schocl
I

aeayed.
Al this fime. there isn't G wo

B

has hed karge indoor gﬂmamgs e ard po

ale schodl o high scho fo open.
7 to c
quire the mumber of COVID 19 cases fo
0 down. In crder for fhat fo hazpen,
pesple need 1o start 1oking the pandem.
e

Catfornia has had  total of 742, 963
cases, and 14615 deaths 5o far, accard.
ing to The Cafarmia Deparment of Put-
Iic Heath, as of Sept. 17. Sacramento has

Ifical raies,
weren't weaing maks oo iriop v

ing.

"% oue preidert con' folaw baiic pre-
cautiars, wnat ese s o be expected
from the rest of the court

On top of tht, uences e naving
poies et -

This o oher
i da the some. Celetriio nesd
o 5613 goor
\Neu\ng oo pawiare, 1 e

P
and Freventon (COC].

We approsching the fime
when fre wncle 3zhosl wi be dliowed
back, and 1o continue moving forward,
we nees fo keep fakng the necessary
precautions.

Sayng in quaranine withaut seeing
your frients ona fomiy for s manths s
exhausting vaev the scanes pecple
short lolowing the propar precautons he

e clrnsalelyrefum fo £ampus.

¥ you're st nof sure what you snoud

e daing, here are some necesary pre-

o take — if nat e most
fant cae — unit the country has
CEVES vaccre.

Tne recuan mesks are 30 emenil n
stapping the spread of me vius is be-
couse they provide o bamer fo stop re-
spiatory cropiets from traveing info the
ai, azcording fo the COC. foe example,
wher

sings, the vius s spread thrcugh fese re-
ollony dopiet,

eapie may have the mind

ot i e young. it won't af.

1 nem a3 much. ¥ you're ot wared

catore. 3 fa the COC:

Awaps weat 0 mak when you

leave your nouse,

Stay si feet away from peope.
hands wen so0p and

‘water foe atleast 20 seconds.

« Don't fouch yourface.

«  Stay home as much o pessitie.

+ Dan't hola or atfend lorge gatner

inge
e frst ncnfravel related COVID19

regort
o Caues 1 he US. and Cafamiahare
Eoen ring in genaral

S i anspacele aing s 55

about think cbout hose
around you.

Accarding b fhe U.S. Census Bureau, in
2019, 14.8% of Caormia's copuation are
pecple oge &5 and cider.

Many of thesa pacele are highrik for
severe iihess from COVID19.

On fop cf that peapie with undetlying
medical conaifians ore akia at high sk,
including those weh cancer, chranic kid

accord
Ing 1o ihe COC. Mese were the hignest
perceniages #ha lowes! bebg ages 04

"ol Siges 88+ were cnl 33% of can
s, they were 31.7% of 140,663 deaths, This
shaws how the vius especiaty imeacts
e cidey.

When you leave your home wiout o
maik o don't socialy datance, you're
g thess pecela it ot yousel

Saver.cough, e, e recth
heodacnes, sore toat,
congeston i om0 et

ence ony
get tested. cal your hedlthcare. o
#3403 recommanded by fhe COC. fhoze
with mid symetorme can recover ot home

y.

it o i o “:n
oo fo e

pr Ll o et ol

# you do need o meet with scmeare.
do it sofely. Make sure you sacidll de
tonce and vecr mads, Moks are ot
ine pesan you'e meefing ¢ o ioial
ing Saten. Y6 coud oo Gely meet
Vorcs and fardy 1 @ “batkdes whare
everyone nas criy been rferacing wih
ach oth

# yau do conract e vis, stay heme

mm.hclml
content. *Malan® was recently re-
lexsed on Disny P, s The
Last Albender” broke Netflivs lon

§est steak receed on the Top 10 st
atel days, 10 focbes.com.

Addiionally,an al of -
sic and shows were released by my
favorite artists; 813, Conan Geay,

andry

Yourhecsariy
Pan i the ches, fee confused, are un.
able fo wake or stay awake or your foce
and Iz are thush, hess can be waming
signs of COVID-19 pnemcria. e CO
repas.

you expenence these symptorms, im-
mediately cal 911,

n case someane you've met racenty
controcts the vius. you Gso shoukd ako

lnmm.mmmmmvw

The point s, 1o be fok-
en serougy. Please lolow social distanc.
g gudeines 1 we can al actialy do
ihsfogan. Weora mast. oy

ney dsease. be-
sity, seicus heart canditons and mare.
People wih these condfiors might
o be ot rk: csthma, cerebrovascuar
dtiease, cystic ficass, hypertenson, High
blaod presare, newsiogie condifons,

hames. Every
Wo've oFeady seen te effect e
pandermic: nas hod on our country nd
our everyday Ives. If you den't sart o
ing # seiously naw, wio knows when cur
Ives wil return bok 1o nomal.

‘appreciate the moments we have in
quarantine.

Anand family, Claire family, Cook family, Kumar family, Gutati family, Monasa family, Trivedi family, Zhu family

Third Place: Sanjana Anand,;

Sacramento Country Day Sc 100
Sacramento, CA |
“EDITORIAL: Follow.
guidelines, it's'the
this pandemic”* >

Judge’s Comment: | rea1|y like how
organized and the use of white sn,
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Category 29: Video
News Package



First Place: Roberto Galicia,
Shawnee Mission East HS,
Prairie Village, KS

“The Harmon Skate Park Final

Planning”

Judge’s Comment: The piece ties
together the elements of a good news
story (a timely topic, good sourcing, and
a coherent story arc), and it employs
solid camera work and technical
execution to create an engaging
package that informs viewers.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbns6LsFMlo&t=44s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbns6LsFMlo

Second Place: Nina Castro Alves,
Gulliver Preparatory School,
Miami, FL

“Pollution Wreaks Havoc in
Biscayne Bay”

Judge’s Comment: The piece exposes
the audience to a pressing matter
beyond the walls of the school. The
focus on sourcing and solid
storytelling make it stand out.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZzeJSB-e8s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZzeJSB-e8s

Third Place: Matthew Cullen, _
Walker Watson Price of Paper Used

Mira Costa HS, $40.000 $46,000

Manhattan Beach, CA

“The Cost of Paper”
$26,000

Judge’s Comment: A well-done take

on an important, yet everyday topic

that most people probably don't thin

much about. It does an excellent job

helping the audience learn and 16-17 17-18 18-19

understand.

Sources: Teacher's Copy Room, Tara Grings, PTSA *rough estimates


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChSMKV_aaog
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChSMKV_aaog

Category 30: Video
Sports Package




First Place: Tesh Klever, .

lowa City West HS,

lowa City, IA
Recrul Lo

Roghai

f. ey

\,,‘ - Judges’ ' .
. ‘ nice'for at to w
‘ "\, mterestmg story, ,
compellingly told AT
talk" type intervi -': N

® cTANFORD ‘ o

Ed

. S W MM N smm— Great ob!



https://youtu.be/BRSrrwULilU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRSrrwULilU

o 0 Y
Second Place: Emily Baldwin,
Prosper, HS, .
Prosper, TX
“Girls Soccet™

= Judge’s Comm

narrail o
that ‘i""’f’.
the dellvery of .
audlo/wsual reporters start ou
talking too fast or At
clearly. You did bodL p fo
on that, and on fln _ : ood
to tell, andyot , -’*
well. : g

4 ‘}. "’



https://youtu.be/Ea-JMDxjjRg?t=285
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ea-JMDxjjRg

Third Place: Josh Briscoe,
St. Joseph Catholic School,
Madison, MS %

which'is one of thewblggest -

challenges for be % :
reporters One th % eep



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHvgWqsdfIE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHvgWqsdfIE

Category 31: Video

Features Package




Hell on Wheel: The Unicycle Gang
of Shawnee Mission East

Judge’s Comment: This is exactly what a
video feature package should be. The
piece explores a human-interest topic
most would find intriguing, and the
creators do so in a way that piques the
viewer's interest. The storytelling is
stellar, the interviews in-depth, and the
camera work ties everything together to
tell a coherent story.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ClRhl6qvto
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ClRhl6qvto

Second Place: Lucas Figueroa,
Gulliver Preparatory School,

Miami, FL

“People at the Prep: Joao Carvalho”

Judge’s Comment: This is a terrific
profile piece. The story arc helps the
viewer understand the essence of the
subject, and the camera work and
technical execution create an engaging
aesthetic.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhP9OL5Y4_8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhP9OL5Y4_8

Third Place: Tara Woodard,
Dos Pueblos HS,

Goleta, CA

“Winchesters Secret”

Judge’s Comment: The piece creatively
explores part of the town's history in an
engaging way.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/12kFgCZ_IWy0UAtFoLlfWxkxHC8aEJCsI/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/12kFgCZ_IWy0UAtFoLlfWxkxHC8aEJCsI/view
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First Place: Lance-Wilhelm,
Fox Chapel Area HS,
Pittsburgh, PA .
“Our Assignmef o m. e
Rogers” e

Judge’s Commen
piece wii;h' ny
trainirig-for intervie

this crew and productlon '

have access to this mterwew s.u
historical footage and comipl
Fred Rogers Museum, |tSee
learned a lot on this journe an
further their journaljsti

like it was well che

the story and Cr

great opportur



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ijzTmatpdM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ijzTmatpdM

| am a very trustworth

BEAT MR AT T —

person

Second Place: Liu Yur
Pegasus California School,

Qingdao, China p
“Taste of Home”

Judge’s Comment: Nice Sef

shots. So nice to see all 0
the beglnnlng l‘w |

was gonna openra '
be the best. Thls

began her journey. They are:s
flash frames, and the audigiec

that | see the pOte
natural sound piece con ,
and made of nothmg it soundk
variety. e


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ROC7i7db6si0toh2DbLghvr0-y3vF-1T/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ROC7i7db6si0toh2DbLghvr0-y3vF-1T/view

mlﬁﬁ

ss done some work,

He (a dumb water boiling guy)
mainly because\he is in¢

Second Place: Hu Tianze, Wu Yifan,
Suzhou HS,

Jiangsu Province,.China
“One-yuan Teahouse”,

B

Judge’s Comment: |
this video. It. ~ 1S &
into this video2 th

the owner kept s S 1

meant to the communlty

standpoint-for vidgp torytelll "wa ‘ﬁ
matches the visuals, which is gre
those because they show detafl
would be best if you hid the.ee
That is something | can d

that's a great comb
' story because the tea


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1uiOCNdZ3qIT15gxA79vipqaWBF_BY8aK/view
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First Place: Elena Hubert, Ava
Smith, Kamryn Harty,

Henry W. Grady HS,

Atlanta, GA

“Parents, students rally for face-to-

face option”

Judge’s Comment: Good use of NATS to
start with, and a cool music bed
enhances the narrated portions of the
podcast. Good audio quality for
interviews at a protest, which is always
challenging in such a loud and
unpredictable setting. Compelling
webpage photos augment the audio. A
first-rate effort at covering “breaking
news.”

Dana Richie

Parents of younger students emphasized that virtual learning doesn’t provide the same level of education as in person.
Therefore, they urge a face to face option.



https://soundcloud.com/southernerpodcast/parents-students-rally-to-reopen-schools
https://soundcloud.com/southernerpodcast/parents-students-rally-to-reopen-schools

Second Place: Tyler Kinzy,
Parkway West HS,

Ballwin, MO

“Covid-19 and Americas teacher
crisis”

Podcast: COVID-19 and America’s teacher crisis
§ {inzy,Managing Editor-in-Chief | July 29, 2020

Judge’s Comment: Good use of NATS to
start with, and a cool music bed
enhances the narrated portions of the
podcast. Good audio quality for
interviews at a protest, which is always
challenging in such a loud and
unpredictable setting. Compelling
webpage photos augment the audio. A
first-rate effort at covering “breaking
news.”

Teacher Andrew Van Herik protests outside Chicago Public Schools headquarters July 22.



https://soundcloud.com/pwestpub/covid-19-and-americas-teacher-crisis
https://soundcloud.com/pwestpub/covid-19-and-americas-teacher-crisis

Third Place: Duy Lam,

North Kansas City HS,

North Kansas City, MO

“New Age for Video Games?”

Judge’s Comment: Love the short NATS in the intro
segment, and the background music. The overall
production value is a standout — and this happens
to be the 23rd entry I've listened to. Audio quality
varies a bit (volume changes), but it’s minor and
expected when interviews are being done virtually.
A very lively discussion, and a good wrap-up. I'm
not a gamer, but | learned something and enjoyed
it.



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1sHRJyYdrCcvgzEPYfWocexmOOcwGOAD0/view

News

Show

Category 34



o 0 Y
First Place: Eagle Nation News,
Prosper HS, '
Prosper, TX

“Season 8, Episode®6"

variety of cameras :
Good pace:la

= . N / viewers,.particularly the . ti-hz
é ‘\@]_‘IE /a O \ feature. Competently repor:
e e ‘ of stories that reguired di:‘" ,)
\ 2AY Visuals supported storyt'eIIL‘ 1 '
_l E‘/Z;‘S Held attention and well pra
: the most professiona ’ oki '
a— newscast amongt Y



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDcRuRYQk44
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDcRuRYQk44

=STUDENT DRIVER=}
=EDUCATIONS]

Second Place: Bruin News Now

Staff,

St. Joseph Cathalic School
Madison, MS i
“Season 6 Episi s

v
L

Judge’s Comment:

teases with students, ¢
in the program. Greats atg
government package (with s |
reported with lawmaker # rview:
Good anchormg_suppo oweirt y
shoulder grap |
with the. conten
newscast.

\.

l
e Y0


https://youtu.be/vfrQ4zW9bR8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfrQ4zW9bR8

ST T

Second Place: Tolou Shams,
Mira Costa HS

Judge’s Comment: Good Op‘ .
news director. Slncere|¥ s :b ph |
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https://youtu.be/wu8DBTG80MI
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